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May 6 mtg. online - Fishing Roar-
ing River 

A look at one great location  

Norfork Lake and Its Tailwaters Pro-
vide World Class Fishing Within Hours 
As turbid water dominated area waters, Rick Brown accompanied me on a fishing outing to Moun-
tain Home, Arkansas. The six and a half hour trip proved to be well worth the drive.  
 
Leaving on a Tuesday in clear skies, we 
were met with cooler weather, wind, 
clouds and occasional light rain once out 
on the water on Wednesday. Thursday was 
more of the same, but the weather did lit-
tle to dampen the fishing. On Friday we 
moved from the Tailwater up onto the 
lake for a day out on the water with a for-
mer Flatland Flyfisher, Kevin Body. Kev-
in moved to the lake country a few years 
ago. Friday was a nice day until mid-
afternoon when we hustled off the water 
and up to Kevin’s house before a strong 
front came blowing in, followed with a 
good rain. 
 
Norfork Lake Dam was completed in 1944. Today there is more than 550 miles of shoreline and the 
lake covers some 22,000 acres. Norfork Lake is the oldest of Arkansas’s large man-made impound-
ments. It is known for producing large striped bass, wipers, crappie, blue gill, white bass, spotted 
bass, as well as large mouth bass and catfish.  
 
(continued on p. 2) 



(continued from p. 1) 
 
During our time on the lake, we caught blue gill, both 
white and black crappie and bass.  
 
But our main reason for the trip was to float the North Fork 
of the White River — the Tailwater of Norfork Lake.  
 
Upon the completion of the dam in 1944, the project  
created a coldwater habitat unsuitable for the native warm 
water fish. So an experimental stocking of 600 fingerling 

rainbow trout in 1948 proved successful. The following 
year brown trout were introduced and soon the area be-
came well known for its fisheries. With the addition of a 
large hatchery and the Dry Run Creek, which is an area 
designated for kids and the handicapped, things were in 
place for a world class fishery. 
 
The Norfork National Fish Hatchery not only provides for 
the North Fork of the White River and the White River 
drainage, but also other area trout streams. A former world-
record brown was taken from the river in 1988, while a 
state-record 4-pound, 12-ounce brook trout was caught in 
2000.  
 
Over the past year, high water has made wading a rarity. While we were on the river, both genera-
tors were running 24/7 and over on the White River, Bull Shoals was generating at 20,000 CFS 
making the float trip a must.  
 
Our guide, Marc Poulos, has guided on the White River for 18 years. His knowledge of the area 
proved to be invaluable as we continued to hook up with nice rainbows in the 16-18 inch range. The 
area that we floated was a stretch  of the catch and release section of the river. The most productive 
area was at the end of a submerged sandbar dropoff. In the course of the day, we floated the area 
over and over, running back up stream after each drift. 
(continued on p.3)  



 

 
The rainbows we caught were healthy 
fish with colorations running from the 
pink, to more reddish, to a purplish hue. 
Some of the males showed an extended 
hook jaw, a sign that the spawn had 
passed. We had a number of fish make 
big runs as the rainbows took off up riv-
er. 
 
The red size 14 San Juan Worm was our 
most successful fly, along with a dropper 
fly, either pheasant tail nymph, hare’s ear or a rainbow warrior in 
a size 18. 
 
As we prepared to head for home on Saturday, we stopped in at 
the two fly shops in Cotter and then headed out on Highway 62 
toward Harrison, Arkansas. The highway was recently repaved 
making the trip smooth and quick.   
 
 



Tyer’s Corner 
 

 
Fishing the North Fork of the White River is similar to most tailwater fisheries. Midges, scuds, 
wooly buggers, caddis, sow bugs, sculpins, leeches, and San Juan worms can provide success. In 
high water situations, streamers can also be a good choice. 
 
 
  
 

Hare’s Ear and Pheasant 
Tail droppers  

San Juan Worms tied on a tag 
above the dropper 

This month’s featured fly— 
Rainbow Warrior de-
signed by Lance Egan 
from Utah 
 
HOOK: TMC 2457  SIZE 14-20 
 
BEAD: SILVER TUNGSTEN 
 
THREAD: 70 RED \ 
 
TAIL: PHEASANT TAIL FI-
BERS 
 
ABDOMEN: PEARL TINSEL 
 
WINGCASE: STUB END OF 
TINSEL 
 
THORAX: WAPSI SOWSCUD 
DUBBING, RAINBOW  
 



                     

                           
FFI Leadership Message to Affiliate 
Club Members 
 
Did you know you know our club is part of Fly Fishers Interna onal (FFI), the only organiza on fo-
cusing on preserving the legacy of fly fishing for all fish in all waters? S ll, as an individual you 
may not actually be a member of FFI, missing out on a variety of benefits and opportuni es to en-
hance your enjoyment of the sport you love. In the next few newsle ers we will include infor-
ma on on FFI’s work in conserva on, educa on, and community, and how becoming an FFI mem-
ber is worth the small investment. Make sure you catch the excellent FFI member benefits and in-
cen ves, fly fishing educa on opportuni es, cas ng events, Flyfisher magazine, and online webi-
nars for cas ng, tying, conserva on, global fly fishing travel, and women’s programming! 
 

 
GET ONLINE WITH FLY FISHERS INTERNATIONAL 

 
Fly Fishers Interna onal (FFI) focuses on the dis nc ve mission to preserve the legacy of fly fish-
ing for all fish in waters, and is bringing that experience to you. And at a  me when many people 
are not able to get out to enjoy the sport they love with the camaraderie of their fellow enthusi-
asts, FFI has launched a virtual series to bring fly fishing and the FFI experience to you. Star ng in 
2020, FFI Online started delivering a virtual educa on series of interac ve webcasts on cas ng, fly 
tying, fly fishing skills, conserva on, FFI Women Connect, global fly fishing travel, and more. FFI 
Online is back this coming year with “Season 2,” bringing new and expanded content to anyone 
wan ng to join in on the fun. This March don’t miss legendary fly fishing photographer and world 
traveler Brian O’Keefe’s episodes. You can even catch the episodes you missed! 
 
h ps://flyfishersinterna onal.org/FFI-Online 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge 
Open to Flatland Flyfishers Members Only 
This is a Fly Fishing only event. 
Start Date:  February 8th, 2020 
 
 
Participants will be awarded a certificate for each level achieved. 
To enter the challenge, submit your name and email to the rules committee at flat-
landflyfishers@gmail.com 
 
 
Get the latest updates on added species and guideline adjustments on the club’s website. 

 

 Members are on the hunt for new species — one member has achieved the Silver Level 
and others are close.                                                                                        

. 

 

 



Media Team 
 

You know us as Ryan and Jim, but we are also called  
“Flatland Fly Fishers” Media Team”. 

 
Join us on Facebook, Twitter and visit the website and 

newsletter for current club news. 
 

                           2021 Club Board Members 
          President -  Neal Hall                                                              V.P./Education Chair - Rick Brown 
   Secretary  - DJ Wells                                                               Treasurer - Bill Ethridge                                                                                              
            Program Activities - Sh3ldon Evans                                      Conservation = Darrell Atteberry 
   Membership - Rachel Alexander                                                                                                                                                Newsletter Editor - Jim Keller                                                 
           Web Site - Ryan Allred                                                                                                                                                                                                  PHWFF=Scott Harwood                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drop me a note about an anecdote that has happened to you: Good stories can come from 
the most unexpected occurrences!  
 

A Facebook group has been created for members of the Flatland 
Fly Fishers. This is a closed group and the only people who will be 
approved to join are active club members. The purpose of the 
group is to give club members a way to share and talk to each oth-
er about fly fishing.  You can post fishing pictures or a fly pattern 
you tied.  See if someone wants to go fishing.  There is even an op-
tion to sell fly fishing gear you no longer need.  I hope this be-
comes a fun tool for club members.  Just remember to keep posts 
about fly fishing.  I will not be using this much for club stuff, so 
keep following our main page for that information. I will try to 
remember when there is a club member only event to post on this 
group. 

 
“Reflections of a Fly Fisherman” Series. Enjoy—- 
 
 
50 years of fly fishing has provided great moments of contemplation, reflection and adventure. 
 
 
The water is high and wading is impossible, so with the help of an outstanding guide, fishing success is still 
an option.  
A cool light breeze meets us at the boat ramp as we prepare to float the tailwaters below Bull Shoals Dam. In 
a tree top, an eagle scans the water, then swoops down to the river’s edge and plucks a trout from the back  
water current. 
Soon we are heading toward the dam in the 20’ Xpress river boat. Once the boat is aligned and the guide is 
at the oars, I begin to cast a large beetle imitation toward the bank. I repeat the cast over and over, each time 
mending my line to give the fly the best drift possible. Suddenly the fly disappears and the reel screams as 
my line shoots down river. As the guide rows the boat, I begin to make up some of the backing and soon have 
the fly line back on the reel.  As the fight continues, two more runs take place. Finally, the dots of a large 
brown trout appear near the boat, only to have a third run take line. Once again the shape of the large 
brown can be seen as I slowly reel it close enough for the guide to net the beauty. A nice 24” brown trout is 
soon photographed and released for another angler, another day.  
 



Flatland Fly Fishers meets monthly at the 
Great Plains Nature Center, located at 

6232 E. 29th St. N, Wichita, KS 

2021 Flatland Fly Fishers Club  
Upcoming Activities:  

 
-Fly Tying online—Look for update 
online in the near future 
-May Club Meeting—Featuring 
Fishing Roaring River  
-Keep taking pictures of fish you 
catch (be sure they show proper  
handling and fly fishing proof)  
 
 
 

Ark River Anglers Fly Tying Class  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please call 316-682-8006 for addi onal informa on. 

 

   Questions and Answers 
        If you have questions regarding any aspect 

of fly fishing, please submit them to:      
keller.jim@sbcglobal.net  

5709 N. Sullivan 
Wichita, KS 

67204 

Flatland Fly Fishers 

    
If we don’t have it, we will special order for you. 
Cortland ~ St. Croix ~ Redington ~ Rio ~ White River  Fly Reels ~ 
Fly Rods ~ Fly Line ~ Fly Fishing  Accessories 

 
 
 

See us for your fly tying/fly fishing needs, 
wide selection of material and tools from 
Peak ~ Colorado Angler ~ Hareline ~ Wapsi 
and others. 

 
 
 

 

Follow us on Facebook.com/Zeiners & Zeiners.com 

737 S. Washington #6 ~ Wichita ~ 316-265-5551 

Visit our website   
  www. flatlandflyfishers.org/   

Zeiner’s Angler Supply Fly Shop 

Bear River Tackle 
Fishing Flies Anyone Can 
Use! 
https://
www.bearrivertackle.com 
glenn67230@gmail.com 
316-619-7868 
  


