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                 Rules  — Check-in starts at 9:45 a.m. and pick up entry card at Plum Shelter;          

                    return card by 2:15 p.m.—please let the officials know if you leave early  

 Kansas fishing regulations are in effect 

 A valid Kansas fishing license and trout stamp are required 

 Competition will start at 10:00 a.m. and end at 2:00 p.m. 

 Only one fly can be used 

 Lose this fly and the event for you is over 

 Catch and Release only 

 All visitors are welcome to fish , but the event is only for current members 

 

Scoring System 

 To help promote “Keep Fish Wet,” we are not doing measurements as the scoring system. Doing that requires more handling of the fish.         

                  Now you just need to keep track of how many fish you catch, which means you brought the fish to your hand or net and then released             

          the fish. 

 

 Each participant will receive a score card. Score cards must be turned in to the event director before 2:15 p.m. 

 

 Any fish counts 

 1 point – any fish species caught, other than trout 

 2 points – Trout 

 3 points – If you have caught and released at least one fish and still have your original fly when you turn in your score card 

 

 Tie breaker - first score card to be turned in to the event director 

 

           1st Place - highest score 
           2nd Place - second highest score 

           3rd Place - third highest score 

                      

                        Top three winners are encouraged to turn in winning fly for the newsletter.  

                  

Flatland Fly Fishers New Year’s Day 

Single Fly Event 

HAPPY  NEW YEAR 



Upcoming January Program  
The club is fortunate to have a nationally renowned Angler present for the January  
7th Online program.  Be sure to PAY YOUR DUES FOR 2021 IN ORDER TO BE ELIGI-
BLE FOR THIS PROGRAM. 

 
About Skip Morris... 
 

Skip Morris is among the most prolific fly-fishing and fly-tying authors alive—his name is 

known to anglers around the world. 

Noted fly fishing author and speaker, 
Skip Morris 

He has written twenty-one books on fly fishing and tying, including the established 

standard beginning fly tyer's volume Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple, and The Art of 
Tying the Bass Fly, Morris & Chan on Fly Fishing Trout Lakes (with lake-fishing guru 
Brian Chan), Concise Handbook of Fly Tying, and Fly Fisher's Guide to Western 
River Hatches. 
 
His videos and DVD's range from instruction for tying nymphs, to tying bass flies, to ty-
ing and fishing flies for sea-run cutthroat trout. 
 
Skip has published over 300 articles on fly fishing and tying in magazines from Fly 
Fisherman to American Angler. For three years he was among the hosts of the "Fly-
Fish Television Magazine" show. 
 
 
As a speaker and clinician, Skip is well-known as an entertaining, concise, and knowl-
edgeable presenter, with a sly sense of humor and an easygoing manner that draws in 
the audience. 
 
Here are just a few of the places in which he has spoken: Los Angeles, Toronto, 

Michigan, Stockholm, Texas, Edmonton, Alabama. 



(Continued from p. 2) 

Here are Skip's latest book releases: 

 

 

 500 Trout Streams (an e-book on Amazon) 

 

 

 

 365 Fly Fishing Tips for Trout, Bass, and Panfish (Stackpole Books) 

 

 

 
Top 12 Nymphs for Trout Streams: How, When, and Where to Fish Them (an e-book on Amazon) 

 

Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple 

                                                                                                                                                                                    (Continued on p. 4) 

 

http://www.skip-morris-fly-tying.com/500-trout-streams.html
http://www.skip-morris-fly-tying.com/365-Fly-Fishing-Tips-for-Trout-Bass-and-Panfish.html
https://www.amazon.com/Top-12-Nymphs-Trout-Streams-ebook/dp/B01MSF3NPO/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Top+12+Nymphs&qid=1593119693&s=digital-text&sr=1-1


 

HERE’S A LIST OF ALL OF SKIP’S BOOKS: 
 

 Survival Guide for Beginning Fly Anglers (2 DVDs included) 

 The Salmonfly: Guide to the Dream Hatch of the West (Stackpole Books; QR codes for extra videos included) 

 Tactics for Trout (Stackpole Books; QR codes for extra videos included) 

 Seasons for Trout (Stackpole Books; QR codes for extra videos included) 

 Trout Flies for Rivers: Patterns from the West that Work Everywhere 

 Morris & Chan on Fly Fishing Trout Lakes 

 Fly Fishing: Trout Rivers I 

 The Art of Tying the Nymph 

 The Art of Tying the Dry Fly 

 Tying Foam Flies 

 The Custom Graphite Fly Rod 

 Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple 

 Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple 2: Advanced Techniques 

 The Art of Tying the Bass Fly 

 The Art of Tying the Bass Fly, 2nd edition 

 Fly Fisher's Guide to Western River Hatches 

 Concise Handbook of Fly Tying 

       Learn to Tie Flies 

And these are Skip's DVDs: 

 Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple 

 The Art of Tying the Nymph 

 The Art of Tying the Bass Fly 

 Flies for Sea-run Cutthroat Trout 

 
 
Read more: http://www.skip-morris-fly-tying.com/skip-morris.html#ixzz6eer5M21v  
 
 

http://www.skip-morris-fly-tying.com/skip-morris.html#ixzz6eer5M21v


A Fall Few Days Worth Remembering 

 

By Darrel Atteberry 
 

So, in October I had a few days open on my calendar. I called the Fall Creek Inn in Branson to see if they had availa-

bility for one person for three nights and they did. Booked! 

 

Leaving Wichita in the mid-morning, I drove southeast toward Baxter Springs, Kansas. I decided that I would make 

a stop at Crane, Missouri, to try to catch a McCloud trout out of Crane Creek. 

 

I got to Crane after noon and stopped at the Hickory Grove Café for lunch. This was a 

mistake! The chicken fried chicken with mashed potatoes and green beans was deli-

cious and nearly sent me into a comfort-food coma. But, I fought through the urge to 

take a nap and drove up Roundhouse Rd to Old Wire Rd and took a right. After cross-

ing over Crane Creek, I pulled into the parking area and parked. There were only two 

other vehicles there. 

 

After getting a rod ready and selecting an appropriate fly, a hare’s ear nymph, I took off to the water, which was just 

a couple of minutes walk down from the parking area. There was not much water and the majority of the creek was 

only about six to eight inches deep, although there were some pools in the three foot range. 

 

Walking along the path to the north, I got to a bend in the creek that had a deeper area of water where there were 

some fish visible. Having fished Crane Creek before, I knew the fish were not monsters. The visible fish were in the 

10-inch range. 

 

It took awhile, but under a cutout in the bank, a small McLeod raced out to attack my nymph. The fish was only 

about eight inches long, but it had the distinctive par marks with the red stripe along the sides. After a quick photo, 

the fish was returned to the water, where it immediately returned to the cover of the cutout in the bank. 

 

After the excitement, the pool was non-productive, so I returned to the parking area, stored my gear and took off for 

Branson on the winding country roads of southern Missouri. 

 

After checking into the Fall Creek Inn, it was time to check out the Blue Ribbon fishing area of Lake Taneycomo. 

Pulling into the parking area east of the Shepherd of the Hills Hatchery, it was clear that I was not alone in my desire 

to get some fishing in. There was not a parking spot to be had. It was packed. The fish had no doubt been pressured 

all day. 

 

It was late in the afternoon, so I decided to go get something to eat and get some rest and get an early start in the 

morning. Waking up at 5:45, I got up and got ready to head for the hatchery parking area. At 6:15 in the morning in 

the main parking area, there was hardly a parking spot available. I grabbed one. There were a lot of people already 

there. 

 

Geared up, I went down and set up about 50 yards down from tube 2. It was packed at the base of the stairs. I put on 

a green iridescent Crackleback and went to work. It was the right choice. In the first hour or so, there were six fish in 

the net. 

 

One of the things I had not witnessed before was also happening. Fish were leaping into the air all around every per-

son in the water. Sometimes they were flying out of the water close enough that you could put a net under them to 

catch them on their way down. 

There was a lot of top water action. But, as the sun got higher, the action slowed down. Chuck Gries from Anglers’ 

Outfitters took up a position just upstream from me with two clients he was guiding. After telling him it was busy 

earlier but it had turned off, he told me to try a small salmon egg with a grey scud dropper about 18” down. It 

worked.                                                                                                                            (Continued on p. 6) 

 

 



About nine in the morning people were catching a lot of fish. Some were in the 20” to 27” range. I wasn’t having the 

same experience, but kept at it. 

 

Finally, it was my turn and I hooked into a Brutus Rainbow that gave my rod a workout. After a few minutes of fight 

on the 6X, it was close enough to net. It barely fit. It was too long for the opening in my net. Trying to balance the 

rod, net and camera was impossible. If the rod drops, I can pick it up. The net was on a tether, no concerns if it gets 

away for a moment, but my iPhone was another story in the thigh deep water. I didn’t want to risk it for a picture. 

The beast was released! 

 

Then, the next cast, another one, same story. Was this going to be an epic fish day? It was hopeful, but those were 

the biggest fish of the trip. There were no other big ones for me. There was a multitude of smaller fish, all with vora-

cious appetites. 

 

It was a good day fishing. You know the type of day I’m talking about. The one where you hurt at the end of the day. 

Worth every minute. 

 

Day two was much the same story as the first except for the big fish. Same people, different day. 

 

The fish were again hungry and it was clear and sunny. 

 

Since I have bad eyesight, I wear magnifiers on the bill of my ball cap. I own two pair. One pair folds inward to-

wards your face and the other folds out past the edge of the brim of the ball cap. I had the second pair with me. 

 

I was wearing my brand new, first time being worn, Flatland Fly Fishers long-sleeved t-shirt. 

It was about noon, not a cloud in the sky. Sunny and warm. The morning hatch looked to be winding down when I 

got “bit” on my chest for the first time. I swatted the little bugger with my catlike reflexes, but I must have missed 

the pest because I got “bit” again moments later. This went on for a while until I decided to check to see if there was 

a biting insect inside my shirt. I pulled the collar away from my body and that’s when I saw it. There were holes 

burnt through my new FFF t-shirt. The holes were right below the collar. What the...... I quickly realized that the 

magnifiers on the bill of my ball cap were working as intended - if I were wanting to start a camp fire. Those magni-

fiers were quickly removed and stuffed into a dark recess in my sling pack. No more bites. This set of magnifiers are 

now out of the rotation. And now I have to get a new FFF t-shirt. 

 

Roaring River was a must while on the way back to Wichita. After stopping at the store for a few flies and a permit, 

it was off to the bridge. It was very windy, but the fish didn’t seem to mind. After landing a few, it was time to relo-

cate to the less windy south end of the park. 

The sun was sitting in just the right spot so pods and singles were visible. I put on a Crackleback and started strip-

ping the fly just under the surface near the visible fish. That was apparently perfect for the fish and it was non-stop 

catches for about an hour. Then it was time to load up and head back home. 

 

It was a pleasant drive from Roaring River along highway 166. I had decided to stop at a family farm south of Win-

field. After pulling into the pasture and parking on the dam of the two-acre pond, I would use a single top water fly 

with my Sage Smallmouth rod. A yellow popper about four inches long was going to be the fly. It proved to be a 

proper choice. In one hour of fishing it produced thirteen fish. They weighed from one pound to three and a half 

pounds. Number fourteen still has my fly. I’m certain he must have been the biggest of the day.  

 

It was off for home. Once there, the gear was unloaded and unpacking was done. Laundry in the basket. It was good 

to be back home. 

 

The next day may wife started asking me weird questions about my trip. Eventually, she got to the point and asked 

me if I’d been smoking. Smoking? I asked her what she was talking about and she told me that while she was doing 

laundry she found one of my shirts that had what looked like cigarette burns on the front. Ohhhhh! I got to explain 

how I almost got burnt to death while fishing because I have bad vision and have to use a magnifier to see. 

 

A good last minute, hastily planned trip, with many memories. 



Tyer’s Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest  Tyer — DJ Wells 

 

 

Yellow jacket 

 

#10 nymph hook 

Yellow 2mm foam 

Super glue 

Black chenille medium or fine black dub 

Eight pheasant tail fibers   

Black thread 

Black gel pen or fine point Sharpie 

Loon UV clear fly finish or other head cement 

 

1. Start thread behind hook eye and take it back to just before 

the middle of the hook gap and let it hang.  

2. Cut a strip of foam half the width of the hook gap and about 

2/3 the length of the hook. 

3. Cut a tab on one end then attach the foam where the bobbin is 

hanging.  

4. Run the thread back up the hook to just past where folded 

over foam will end. 

5. Fold the foam over the hook and make sure the sides are 

even. Press the foam down on the hook to get a mark in it, now 

apply some super glue and place it back on the hook and 

squeeze the foam together until it sets...about 10 seconds.  

6. Tie down the tip of the foam and then take the thread back 

under the abdomen to create the segments. 

7. Tie on a short piece of chenille (two wraps). 

8. Tie in the pheasant tail fiber (four on each side) with a slight 

angle up and back. 

9. Continue the chenille wrap a couple more wraps then tie it 

off one eye length from the eye. 

10. Build a small head to the eye and whip finish. 

11. With fine Sharpie or black gel ball point pin darken the seg-

ment creases and make the head black. 

12. Use UV Clear Fly Finish to protect the head. May also place 

on segment creases to protect them as well. 



Club Conducts a Conservation Practice 
On Saturday. November 21, 2020, a group of fifteen FFF members braved light rains and 

cooler weather to pick up over 200 pounds of trash from Vic’s Lake and Slough Creek. Alt-

hough COVID 19 reduced the number of 

participants, the activity was a great  

success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge 

Open to Flatland Flyfishers Members Only 

This is a Fly Fishing only event. 

Start Date:  February 8th, 2020 
 

Participants will be awarded a certificate for each level achieved. 

To enter the challenge, submit your name and email to the rules committee at flatlandflyfishers@gmail.com 

 

Get the latest updates on added species and guideline adjustments on the club’s website. 

                                                                                         



Fishing Makes a Great Transition 
 

By Rick Brown 

 

What is the best thing you can do when you are having your house remodeled—get out of the way 

and go fishing. So off to Arkansas and Missouri for some much needed time away from my old life 

and to get a start on my new life. What better way to start than a 

life on the river! The White River in Cotter, Arkansas, was the 

right place for me to start my trip. Why the White River you ask? 

Well in my opinion, it was the best place I could think of where I 

could get on the water. 

 

I have been fishing on the White for about 12 years with a small 

number of guides, who know the river very well, and over the 

years of fishing there and going to the Mountain Home area for 

the Conclave and the Sow Bug events, I have made a number of 

friends in the area. For me it’s nice to walk into one of the fly 

shops in Cotter and people know your name. 

 

The White River has 

75 miles of trout wa-

ter and I have only 

fished the first 40 

miles of the river, so got my work cut out. Depending 

on release of water from the Bull Shoals dam, the 

flows can be anywhere from 600 CFS minimum flow 

to 25,000 CFS. 

 

After 16 days in 

Arkansas I 

moved to Mis-

souri for a 

week to meet 

up with other 

club members 

and fish the 

opening of 

catch and release at Roaring River. So all in all, I 

had a great trip and landed well over a hundred 

Trout. I also caught Brown Trout, Brook Trout and 

my first Tiger Trout, and now that I’m back in Kan-

sas and fishing for Trout here, I can say that I caught 

Trout in three states in the month of November, 

2020. 



The Art of Fly Fishing 

Spring Semester 2021; Starting in February 

Fly Fishing 101: 

Fly Fishing 101 is a course for the beginner, as well as the intermediate, interested in learning more about the art of fly fish 
ing. This course will cover all aspects of the sport, from the history of fly fishing to the equipment needed to get started in the 
sport. Topics covered during this course will include: fish, entomology, water, conservation and etiquette. Participants have 
the opportunity to learn about both wet and dry flies. Students will receive information about how to buy their first fly rod 
and reel and how to maintain fly fishing equipment that they already own. Participants will also get hands on training on how 
to tie fly fishing knots used while on the water as well as how to rig a fly rod for fishing different types of flies. All equipment 
will be provided. 

Fly Fishing 102: Fly Casting 

Fly Fishing 102 is a course to learn more about the art of casting a fly rod. This course will cover the basic casts needed to get 
started in the sport. Topics covered during this course will include the skills and casting principles needed to become profi 
cient with the overhead and roll casts. Students will receive hands on instruction on these casts. The course will provide the 
equipment you will need. 

Fly Fishing 103: Fly Tying 

Fly Fishing 103 is a six week course for the beginner interested in learning the art of fly tying. This course will cover 

the basic tying technique needed to get started and become proficient in tying your own flies. Topics covered during 

this course will include both wet and dry flies for both warm and cold water fish. The course will provide fly tying 

vices and tools for those that need tying equipment. The course will provide all the materials you will need.  

 

 

 Instructor: Rick Brown, Education Chairman, Flatland Fly Fishers Club. 
 

 For more information contact Rick at 655-9909 or rickdbrown@msn.com 

 

 These courses are held at the Wichita State Hughes Metropolitan Complex Campus at 5015 E. 29th St. N. 

 

 The classes are 6 weeks long. 

 

 The fee for the courses will be $74 for 101 and 102 and $89.00 for 103. 
 

 The class sizes are limited to 20 students for 101 and 103. The 102 class is limited to 12 students. 

 

 For registration for these classes call Linda Ambler at (316) 978-3731 or visit the WSU website 

https://www.enrole.com/wichita/jsp/course.jsp?categoryId=10016&courseId=CE--FLYFISHING102


Media Team 
 

You know us as Ryan and Jim, but we are also called  
“Flatland Fly Fishers” Media Team”. 

 

Join us on Facebook, Twitter and visit the website and 

newsletter for current club news. 
 

 

                           2021 Club Board Members 

 

Elected Members:                                                                                                                                                             Appointed Members: 

President: Neal Hall                                                                                                                                       Activities:  Sheldon Evans 

Vice President: Rick Brown                                                  Conservation:  Darrel Atteberry 

Treasurer:  Bill Ethridge                                                       Education:  Rick Brown 

Secretary:  DJ Wells                                                                                                                                                                                                         Newsletter Editor:  Jim Keller 

  Program Director:  Sheldon Evans                                                                             Marketing:  Chris Harmon 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Membership:  Rachel Alexander 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Web/Facebook:  Ryan Allred 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                            PHWFF:  Scott Harwood 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

     

 

 

 
 

 

 

Drop me a note about an anecdote that has happened to you: Good stories can come from 

the most unexpected occurrences! 

Over the next few months a series “Reflections of a Fly Fisherman” will appear here. Enjoy—- 

 

50 years of fly fishing has provided great moments of contemplation, reflection and adventure. 

 

Dreams float on the waters where a solitary fly fisherman gently lays out a thin length of line. He has been 

here before, but each trip brings a renewed anticipation. The water flows over the rocks as the breeze carries 

the freshness of a new day. In a small pool below, a few dimples begin to appear as a hatch lightly touches the 

water surface. 

 

A cast upstream places a tiny midge into the stream. It glides and darts until the swirl behind a rock grabs 

and holds the minuscule offering for a chance second look by a trout below. The surface film hides the midge 

from the sightline above the water while a rainbow trout below moves in to snatch the delicate fly. A tight line 

bends the rod tip as the angler lifts the rod and begins playing the fish.  

 

Soon the fish is in the net and released. As the angler watches the activity on the pool below increase, he 

reaches into his fly box, selects a small Blue-Winged Olive and ties on the dry fly, anticipating a new oppor-

tunity—an opportunity which has played out hundreds of times before, but each experience is a renewal, a 

truly God-given experience. 

  

A Facebook group has been created for members of the 

Flatland Fly Fishers. This is a closed group and the on-

ly people who will be approved to join are active club 

members. The purpose of the group is to give club 

members a way to share and talk to each other about 

fly fishing.  You can post fishing pictures or a fly pat-

tern you tied.  See if someone wants to go fish-

ing.  There is even an option to sell fly fishing gear you 

no longer need.  I hope this becomes a fun tool for club 

members.  Just remember to keep posts about fly fish-

ing.  I will not be using this much for club stuff, so keep 

following our main page for that information. I will try 

to remember when there is a club member only event 

to post on this group. 



Flatland Fly Fishers meets monthly at the 

Great Plains Nature Center, located at 

6232 E. 29th St. N, Wichita, KS 

2021 Flatland Fly Fishers Club  

Upcoming Activities:  

 

-Fly Tying online—Look for update 

online in the near future 

-January 1st—Single Fly Event 

-January 7th –Club meeting features  

  Skip Morris 

-Keep taking pictures of fish you 

catch (be sure they show proper  

handling and fly fishing proof)  

 

 

Ark River Anglers Fly Tying Class  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please call 316-682-8006 for additional information. 

 

   Questions and Answers 
        If you have questions regarding any aspect 

of fly fishing, please submit them to:      

keller.jim@sbcglobal.net  

5709 N. Sullivan 
Wichita, KS 

67204 

Flatland Fly Fishers 

    

If we don’t have it, we will special order for you. 

Cortland ~ St. Croix ~ Redington ~ Rio ~ White River  Fly Reels ~ 

Fly Rods ~ Fly Line ~ Fly Fishing  Accessories 

 
 

 

See us for your fly tying/fly fishing needs, 

wide selection of material and tools from 

Peak ~ Colorado Angler ~ Hareline ~ Wapsi 

and others. 
 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook.com/Zeiners & Zeiners.com 

737 S. Washington #6 ~ Wichita ~ 316-265-5551 

Visit our website   

  www. flatlandflyfishers.org/   

Zeiner’s Angler Supply Fly Shop 

Bear River Tackle 

Fishing Flies Anyone Can 

Use! 

https://

www.bearrivertackle.com 

glenn67230@gmail.com 

316-619-7868 
  

https://www.bearrivertackle.com/
https://www.bearrivertackle.com/
mailto:glenn67230@gmail.com

