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December 3rd mtg. online - Rod 
Building—featuring Neal Hall 

    Rules  — Check-in starts at 9:45 a.m. and pick up entry card at Plum Shelter;          

                    return card by 2:15 p.m.—please let the officials know when you leave  

    if you leave early  

 Kansas fishing regulations are in effect 

 A valid Kansas fishing license and trout stamp are required 

 Competition will start at 10:00 a.m. and end at 2:00 p.m. 

 Only one fly can be used 

 Lose this fly and the event for you is over 

 Catch and Release only 

 All visitors are welcome to fish , but the event is only for current members 

 
Scoring System 

 To help promote “Keep Fish Wet,” we are not doing measurements as the scoring system. Doing that requires more handling of the fish.         
                  Now you just need to keep track of how many fish you catch, which means you brought the fish to your hand or net and then released             

          the fish. 

 

 Each participant will receive a score card. Score cards must be turned in to the event director before 2:15 p.m. 

 

 Any fish counts 

 1 point – any fish species caught, other than trout 

 2 points – Trout 

 3 points – If you have caught and released at least one fish and still have your original fly when you turn in your score card 

 

 Tie breaker - first score card to be turned in to the event director 

 

           1st Place - highest score 

           2nd Place - second highest score 

           3rd Place - third highest score 

                      

                        Top three winners are encouraged to turn in winning fly for the newsletter.  

 

 

Flatland Fly Fishers 

New Year’s Day Single Fly Event 



Club Members Enjoy Opening Catch 

and Release Season at Roaring River 
 

This was one of the most successful club trips to Roaring River. The average daily catch per angler 

was well above 30 fish caught and released. The weather was good for mid-November with cool 

morning temperatures and some intermittent rain showers on Saturday, with the nicest day coming 

on Monday.  A good variety of 

flies proved very successful, 

from traditional flies such as the 

Gray Ghost to soft hackle flies, 

San Juan worms and midges. 

Another great day on the water! 

 



 



Tyer’s Corner 
 

The Iris Soft Hackle is an easy tie that can be a big producer. Recently on the trip to Roaring Riv-

er, it caught a big number of quality fish. Begin olive thread (6) an eye distance from the eye and 

wrap to the bend (16 Scud Hook). Tie in the Veevus Iris thread with no overlapping wraps as you 

move your olive thread to the starting position. Make 5 or 6 evenly spaced wraps with the Iris 

thread and tie it in. Put a thin coating of head cement over the Iris thread and let it dry. Pick two 

small olive partridge feathers and strip off the fuzz at the base. Tie in the hackles and using light 

tension, wrap the hackle, tie in, whip finish and add a small amount of head cement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge 

Open to Flatland Flyfishers Members Only 

This is a Fly Fishing only event. 

Start Date:  February 8th, 2020 
 

Participants will be awarded a certificate for each level achieved. 

To enter the challenge, submit your name and email to the rules committee at flatlandflyfishers@gmail.com 

 

Get the latest updates on added species and guideline adjustments on the club’s website. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

BILL WHITE FLY TYING EVENT 

THIS YEAR’S WINNER IS COREY LEIS—Congratulations 

to our other finalists—Dirk Moss and Mike Blubaugh  

THIS YEAR’S 

PRIZE IS A $50 

GIFT CERTIFI-

CATE!!!! 

 

Corey Leis’ Mouse 

 

 

                                                                                                                   

      Upper Right—Dirk Moss’ 

Pike Fly 

Lower Right– Mike Blub-

augh’s Beetle 



Fishing Report: Great Trout Fishing at Centennial 

Pond, Pratt, KS, November 6, 2020 
 

By Niki Christopher 

 

I peeked at the Wichita weather report while eating breakfast on a mild but foggy November morning. The report 

said it was going to be foggy into mid-afternoon, with southerly winds in the 10-15 mph range, with gusts up to 25. 

The fishing’s been poor in a lot of our local ponds, so I made a last minute decision to head for Pratt and try for 

some trout. I’m generally ambivalent about trout season in Kansas—it’s just so unnatural and I’ve had spotty luck 

with it—but in many of the structureless ponds where trout are stocked in Kansas for the cooler months, a good riffle 

and a cloudy sky encourage fish to move around and feed, so I liked the prospects for the day.  

 

Unfortunately, about halfway to Pratt, I emerged from the fog to find a cloudless sky. When I got to Pratt at about 

11:30 a.m., the wind was stronger than it had been in Wichita, so at least the riffles were good. Like many ponds in 

Kansas this year, Centennial Pond is low, but there is still plenty of water to fish. However, the band of weeds 

around the edges was dense and wide, and the exposed bank was a bit tougher to negotiate than usual. 
 

I decided to try tossing a wooly bugger from the jetty into the deeper areas of the pond. I didn’t get a hit, but I did 

get a few slashes from trout coming out of the weeds next to the shore as I stripped in the bugger. I decided to con-

centrate on getting those trout to come out from the weeds. 
 

For an indicator, I pulled out an olive/brown spun-deer hair fly designed to look like the pellets fish are fed at the 

hatchery, and tied on a black and green old-school #12 wet fly about three feet below the indicator. I was out of 4x 

tippet, so I used 5x. I moved to the north shore of the pond so my shadow wouldn’t fall on the water as I fished the 

margins of the weeds. 
 

At first, trying to fish near the weeds just led to snags as I hooked sub-

merged weeds I couldn’t see as I stripped in, and fighting the strong wind 

had me getting the two-fly rig bungled up every few casts. But finally, I 

caught a couple of nice 14”- 15” fish right next to the exposed weeds 

along the shore. It was fun to see them plow out of the weeds to take the 

fly. But I was losing flies and getting snagged a lot, so I moved to where 

the jetty was helping block the wind a bit and tried throwing further out. 
 

That was a good move. I almost immediately caught a trout about 16 

inches long. And then—another, bigger fish. I got snagged again and lost 

a few more flies and lost some fish. Then I caught some more big fish. I 

even managed to recast to a few that had slashed at my fly and actually 

catch them—something that is usually only possible with stockers: big 

wild fish don’t get big by being stupid. I couldn’t believe how big the fish 

were. I’d never had a day of trout fishing like this in Kansas. Even then, I 

was losing as many fish as I caught. 
 

I finally realized that as I lost flies, my tippet had gotten down to about 18”, but my hookup rate had gotten better, so 

I didn’t bother adding more tippet. I used several versions of the same fly as I ran through my supply, but the differ-

ences didn’t seem to matter to the fish. The last fly had bead-chain eyes and after a few fish, the wings were totally 

gone and it looked more like a nymph---and it still caught fish. A few fish rose to the pellet fly, but all turned away 

at the last second. All the trout were taken within ten or fifteen feet of shore in shallower water, and appeared to be 

rising from submerged weeds on the bottom. I got no bites further out over deeper water; I assume it was because 

it’s too dark for weeds to grow down there. 
 

I began to regret only bringing my 4-weight rod, which is my go-to rod for most of the fishing I do around here: my 

hand and wrist were aching. I began to regret forgetting to buy 4x tippet, too, especially when a trout that I’m sure  

(Continued on p. 7) 



(Continued from p. 6) 

was at least 22” long snapped the tippet and booked as I was trying to haul it out of the weeds. I also regretted not 

having brought a net, because unhooking the trout entailed horsing them over the tops of the weeds to shore. I had 

started out the day envisioning a lazy afternoon of catching a few stockers about 10-12 inches long, but the smallest 

fish I caught all afternoon was 14” long. 
 

All told, in about three hours of fishing, I brought in at least a dozen fish ranging from 14” to about 22”. Most were 

in the 16” to 20” range—and I lost at least a dozen of similar size to breakoffs, being slow on the hookups, and fail-

ing to get them hooked solid before putting the pressure on—which are some of the hazards of fishing with a drop-

per, along with being out of practice with fishing for trout. Bluegills are much more forgiving of mistakes.  
 

It was such an amazing day of fishing, I looked around a few times, hoping to see other anglers having the same 

luck, but they were all watching me. It was one of those rare days of fishing when the luck was with me, and it was a 

lot of fun. 
 

I’ll admit however, that I’m a bit ashamed that I wasn’t prepared for catching fish that big—and continued fishing in 

spite of it. My only excuse is that I thought the first big ones were a fluke, and I’d be catching dinks soon enough. 

Bringing those 18”+ trout in with my 4-weight was tough, and took longer than it should, although I broke off sever-

al fish because of my haste in trying not to stress the fish too much. The wide band of dense weeds around the shore 

made it impossible for me to release them with forceps while they were still in the water. Plus, I couldn’t  

handle fish that big with one hand, and I didn’t bring a net, 

so my only option to unhook them was to horse them over 

the top of the weeds and lay them on the bank. 
 

I am normally better prepared when in trout country, and I 

don’t treat wild trout in gold medal waters like that. I felt 

sort of bad, even if I know the days of these stockers are 

numbered. But I went ahead and took a few bank photos to 

prove what a great day of fishing you can have in Pratt—

then made sure every fish was able to swim away to be 

caught another day. 
 

My ambivalence about trout fishing in Kansas dissipated 

considerably as a result of this experience. We may not 

have sparkling streams, but spending a few hours catching 

big trout is a lot of fun no matter where you are. And next time, I’ll be better prepared. 

 

 

——————————————————————————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 

It is important that angler’s apply for a Master 

Angler Award when eligible. This information is 

important to the State and contributes to the 

stocking and distribution of fish. 



The Art of Fly Fishing 

Spring Semester 2021; Starting in February 

Fly Fishing 101: 

Fly Fishing 101 is a course for the beginner, as well as the intermediate, interested in learning more about the art of fly fish 
ing. This course will cover all aspects of the sport, from the history of fly fishing to the equipment needed to get started in the 
sport. Topics covered during this course will include: fish, entomology, water, conservation and etiquette. Participants have 
the opportunity to learn about both wet and dry flies. Students will receive information about how to buy their first fly rod 
and reel and how to maintain fly fishing equipment that they already own. Participants will also get hands on training on how 
to tie fly fishing knots used while on the water as well as how to rig a fly rod for fishing different types of flies. All equipment 
will be provided. 

Fly Fishing 102: Fly Casting 

Fly Fishing 102 is a course to learn more about the art of casting a fly rod. This course will cover the basic casts needed to get 
started in the sport. Topics covered during this course will include the skills and casting principles needed to become profi 
cient with the overhead and roll casts. Students will receive hands on instruction on these casts. The course will provide the 
equipment you will need. 

Fly Fishing 103: Fly Tying 

Fly Fishing 103 is a six week course for the beginner interested in learning the art of fly tying. This course will cover 

the basic tying technique needed to get started and become proficient in tying your own flies. Topics covered during 

this course will include both wet and dry flies for both warm and cold water fish. The course will provide fly tying 

vices and tools for those that need tying equipment. The course will provide all the materials you will need.  

 

 

 Instructor: Rick Brown, Education Chairman, Flatland Fly Fishers Club. 
 

 For more information contact Rick at 655-9909 or rickdbrown@msn.com 

 

 These courses are held at the Wichita State Hughes Metropolitan Complex Campus at 5015 E. 29th St. N. 

 

 The classes are 6 weeks long. 

 

 The fee for the courses will be $74 for 101 and 102 and $89.00 for 103. 
 

 The class sizes are limited to 20 students for 101 and 103. The 102 class is limited to 12 students. 

 

 For registration for these classes call Linda Ambler at (316) 978-3731 or visit the WSU website 

https://www.enrole.com/wichita/jsp/course.jsp?categoryId=10016&courseId=CE--FLYFISHING102


Media Team 
 

You know us as Ryan, Steve and Jim, but we are also 
called  “Flatland Fly Fishers” Media Team”. 

 

Join us on Facebook and Twitter and visit the website 

for current club news. 
 

 

                           2020 Club Board Members 

 

Elected Members:                                                                                                                                                             Appointed Members: 

President: Neal Hall                                                                                                                                       Activities:  Greg Stuever 

Vice President: Gale Brown                                                 Conservation:  Darrel Atteberry 

Treasurer:  Bill Ethridge                                                       Education:  Rick Brown 

Secretary:  Dan Stark                                                           Newsletter Editor:  Jim Keller 

  Program Director:  Sheldon Evans                                                                             Marketing:  Chris Harmon 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Membership:  Rick Brown 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Web/Facebook:  Ryan Allred 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

     

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Drop me a note about an anecdote that has happened to you: Good stories can come from 

the most unexpected occurrences! 

 

While fishing Beartooth Lake out west, my wife and I had just been out in our float tubes for a cou-

ple of hours and it was time to head in and warm up by walking around the lake to fish from shore 

near the deeper water. As we headed up the trail, I suddenly found myself face to face with a moose 

and her calf. My quick stop had my wife run right into the back of me. As she looked up she whis-

pered, “What do we do now?” I slowly moved behind a large tree next to the trail where we tried to 

stay out of sight. For what seemed like an eternity, that moose stood there staring in our direction. 

She was so close that we could see what appeared to be a gunshot hole in her ear. Finally, she led 

her calf into the bush. We waited another twenty minutes for our heart beats to slow down before 

heading on to our fishing area. Over the years we have had other encounters, but nothing quite like 

this. 

 

Dean Lindteigen 

A Facebook group has been created for members of the 

Flatland Fly Fishers. This is a closed group and the on-

ly people who will be approved to join are active club 

members. The purpose of the group is to give club 

members a way to share and talk to each other about 

fly fishing.  You can post fishing pictures or a fly pat-

tern you tied.  See if someone wants to go fish-

ing.  There is even an option to sell fly fishing gear you 

no longer need.  I hope this becomes a fun tool for club 

members.  Just remember to keep posts about fly fish-

ing.  I will not be using this much for club stuff, so keep 

following our main page for that information. I will try 

to remember when there is a club member only event 

to post on this group. 



Flatland Fly Fishers meets monthly at the 

Great Plains Nature Center, located at 

6232 E. 29th St. N, Wichita, KS 

2020 Flatland Fly Fishers Club  

Upcoming Activities:  

 

-Fly Tying online—Look for update 

online in the near future 

-December 3rd -club meeting fea-

tures Neal Hall Rod Building 

-Keep taking pictures of fish you 

catch (be sure they show proper  

handling and fly fishing proof)  

-New Year’s Day Single Fly Event, 

January 1st - 10:00 a.m. 

 

Ark River Anglers Fly Tying Class  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please call 316-682-8006 for additional information. 

 

   Questions and Answers 
        If you have questions regarding any aspect 

of fly fishing, please submit them to:      

keller.jim@sbcglobal.net  

5709 N. Sullivan 
Wichita, KS 

67204 

Flatland Fly Fishers 

    

If we don’t have it, we will special order for you. 

Cortland ~ St. Croix ~ Redington ~ Rio ~ White River  Fly Reels ~ 

Fly Rods ~ Fly Line ~ Fly Fishing  Accessories 

 
 

 

See us for your fly tying/fly fishing needs, 

wide selection of material and tools from 

Peak ~ Colorado Angler ~ Hareline ~ Wapsi 

and others. 
 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook.com/Zeiners & Zeiners.com 

737 S. Washington #6 ~ Wichita ~ 316-265-5551 

Visit our website   

  www. flatlandflyfishers.org/   

Zeiner’s Angler Supply Fly Shop 

Bear River Tackle 

Fishing Flies Anyone Can 

Use! 

https://

www.bearrivertackle.com 

glenn67230@gmail.com 

316-619-7868 
  

https://www.bearrivertackle.com/
https://www.bearrivertackle.com/
mailto:glenn67230@gmail.com

