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Blue Gill Fest 2020 Additional Photos 
 
Great Morning Lends Itself to 
a Beautiful Outing 

Club members used a variety of motorless water craft to catch good numbers of Blue Gill and Bass.   Although 
the club had to bypass the traditional luncheon, a good number of club members still had action out on the water. 



When the Moon is Full and Bright 
Glenn Personey 

Fishing was tough even with the new Big Bad Bass flies I was testing. During the morning, 
only a few small fish were caught, so I decided to give the evening a try. 

Walked into a watershed lake at 6 PM and began working a weed line. Again, all I caught 
was a number of small to medium-sized fish, but nothing of size, so moved on to another 
spot. 

Did not get on the water again until 8 PM. By that time, the sun was low in the sky but still 
caught nothing. It was then that I noticed the bright full moon in the sky. Not sure how I 
missed that important detail and decided to stay until dark. 

My first hit did not come until 9 PM. It was a powerful fish that ran the drag. When it got 
close to shore, I could see it was a large catfish. Once on shore it measured 27 inches 
long. Wow wasn’t expecting that on a fly. The cat tore up the rig, so I switched rods once it 
was back in the water rather than taking the time to re-tie. 

Ten minutes later got another strong hit. Thought it was another big cat until a largemouth 
bass jumped out of the water and began stripping line off the reel. Got it on shore for a 
quick photo and back in the water. The bass was 17 inches long with a big girth, about 3.5 
pounds. 

 

 

By now it was getting 
hard to see and I still 
needed to walk out so 
thanked the Lord for a 
wonderful evening and 
hung it up for the day. 

Both of these fish 
came from a spot I had 
fished earlier in the 
evening with no suc-
cess. When the moon 
is full and bright, try 
fishing at night (or al-
most night)! 



June Escape—with Good Social Distancing 

RV Fishing Trip Eases Life for Just a Few Days 
 
Jim Keller 
 
During these trying times, it is difficult to know what is the best way to stay healthy and protect oth-
ers. It is evident that practicing good social distancing and wearing a mask can go a long way in pre-
venting contamination (as long as those you come in contact with also wear a mask).   
 
While dealing with the coronavirus, experiencing the outdoors helps with better mental health and 
gives one an opportunity to enjoy at least some feeling of normalcy. At the end of June, my wife and 
I loaded our RV and headed to Bennett Springs, Missouri. As the park campground was full, we 
made reservations at Hidden Valley Outfitters RV Park, located alongside the beautiful Niangua 
River, just below where the Bennett 
Springs flow into the river.  
 
The RV park was very clean and pro-
vided good spacing between campers 
and offered a number of activities for 
those so inclined. (We were there for 
the open spaces and fishing.) 
 
The water at Bennett Springs Park 
was running somewhat high due to the  
heavy rains a couple of weeks earlier. 
The higher water pretty well did away 
with any dry fly top water activity. 
Therefore, I fished deep with San 
Juan Worms and bottom bouncing 
flies.  The action was good and the 
size of fish was excel-
lent.  
 
On the road, we drove 
out on US-54 traveling 
past the Lucas Oil 
Speedway in Wheaton, 
Mo. This route is the 
shortest, but still takes 
about the same time as 
traveling US-400 to I-
44. Either route pro- 
vides opportunities for rest stops and fuel refill. IF you are pulling a 5th wheel, Iola has a nice truck 
stop as does Wheaton, Mo. on US-54, while Parson and Springfield have truck stops on the south-
ern route.     — Stay safe and enjoy your fishing  
 



Tyer’s Corner 
 
Today’s tying techniques have been transformed with synthetic materials that are easier to use, 
have more vivid colors and now take the place of nearly all natural hair fibers. Often used with 
hackle, synthetics can be tied with both wet and dry fly applications. Here is a simple fly that 
works great with pan fish, bass, as well as other species that eat minnows as a large part of their 
diet. — Jig Minnow 

 
Hook: Size 12 Jig Hook 
Bead Head: Tungsten slotted 
5/32 
Thread: White 3/0 Glo Thread 
Base: Floro Fibre -- Green, 
Cerise, etc. 
Body: Pearl Ice Dubbing tied 
above the base and then turn 
hook and tie on the top 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy the summer... 
 
 

When tying in the dubbing, 
secure at mid-point of dub-
bing right behind the bead, 
fold back the dubbing and tie 
in.  
Rotate fly and repeat process 
of top of fly. 



The Art of Fly Fishing 
 
Instructor: Rick Brown, Education Chairman, Flatland Fly Fishers 
 
These courses are held at the Wichita State 
Hughes Metropolitan Complex Campus at 5015 E. 29th St. N. 
 
The classes are 6 weeks long. 

For registration for these classes, call Linda Ambler at (316) 978-3731. 

Fly Fishing 101: Fly Fishing Basics September 14th from 7:00 to 9:00 PM 

Fly Fishing 101 is a course for the beginner, as well as the intermediate, interested in learning more 
about the art of fly fishing. This course will cover all aspects of the sport, from the history of fly 
fishing to the equipment needed to get started in the sport. Topics covered during this course will 
include: fish, entomology, water, conservation and etiquette. Participants have the opportunity to 
learn about both wet and dry flies. Students will receive information about how to buy their first fly 
rod and reel and how to maintain fly fishing equipment that they already own. Participants will also 
get hands-on training on how to tie fly fishing knots used while on the water as well as how to rig a 
fly rod for fishing different types of flies. All equipment will be provided. 

 
The fee for the 101 course is $74. 
The class sizes are limited to 30 students. 
For registration for this class, call Linda Ambler at (316) 978-3731 or visit the WSU website. 

Fly Fishing 102: Fly Cas ng September 15th from 7:00 to 9:00 PM 

Fly Fishing 102 is a course to learn more about the art of cas ng a fly rod. This course will cover the 
basic casts needed to get started in the sport. Topics covered during this course will include the 
skills and cas ng principles needed to become proficient with the overhead and roll casts. Students 
will receive hands‐on instruc on on these casts. The course will provide the equipment you will 
need. 
The fee for the 102 course is $74. 
The class sizes are limited to 15 students. 
For registration for this class, call Linda Ambler at (316) 978-3731 or visit the WSU website. 

Fly Fishing 103: Fly Tying September 16th from 7:00 to 9:00 PM 

Fly Fishing 103 is a six week course for the people interested in learning the art of fly tying. This 
course will cover the basic tying technique needed to get started and become proficient in tying your 
own flies. Topics covered during this course will include both wet and dry flies for both warm and 
cold water fish. The course will provide fly tying vises and tools for those who need tying equip-
ment. The course will provide all the materials you will need. 
 
The fee for the 103 course is $89. 
The class sizes are limited to 20 students. 
For registration for this class, call Linda Ambler at (316) 978-3731 or visit the WSU website. 



Photos from Dan Stark 



Improve your casting with the Scientific Angler podcast series.  Great instruction-
al program! 
 

Fun on the White River in Arkansas 
 
Bruce Garren 
 
 
My son, Jason, from Denver and I recently made a trip to Arkansas to fish the White River below 
Bull Shoals Lake with fishing guide Ben Levin. Although the weather was hot and humid and water 
was running high, the fish were willing to accommodate us fairly readily. Part of the day we would 

hopper fish with dry flies along the bank and the 
rest we would nymph fish. In addition to the rain-
bow and brown trout we caught, we enjoyed  

seeing an abundance of Arkansas wildlife. 
Due to being there on the weekend, there were 
plenty of other boats on the water, but as the day 
wore on and the temperature rose, we got the river 
to ourselves for the most part.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge 
Open to Flatland Flyfishers Members Only 
This is a Fly Fishing only event. 
Start Date:  February 8th, 2020 
 

Participants will be awarded a certificate for each level achieved. 
To enter the challenge, submit your name and email to the rules committee at flatlandflyfishers@gmail.com 
 
Guidelines: 
 

  1.  All participants entered must abide by all Kansas Wildlife and Parks fishing regulations. 
 

  2.  All fish must be caught using a fly rod, fly reel, fly line and fly. 
 

  3.  Participants can fish anywhere in Kansas and can use any type of watercraft. 
 
  4.  Participants must submit a clear photo of the fish for each species of fish caught that shows the fish  
        being treated with respect. Safe handling of all fish at all times. All fish must be released back into  
       the water. 
 
**  5.  All photos submitted will be reviewed by the rules committee and the participant will be notified of  
            acceptance or rejection. 

 
**Fly Fishing Challenge—Change made April 1, 2020  — Ryan Allred 

 We made a couple of changes to the official rules on the challenge—nothing that affects how it works or fish people  
have already submitted.  The main one is it said that after a fish was submitted, you would get an approval or  
denial response. Participation has been great, so dealing with a good number of emails.  
 
 I don't have the time to send an approval email to everyone submitting fish pictures.  So updated that guideline  
to say that if a fish is denied, we will let you know; otherwise, assume the fish has been accepted. 
 
The other one I changed was just asking if you can remember when you email the picture, use the subject line of  
FFF Challenge (Flatland Fly Fishers Challenge).  Just helps going through club emails to see them and get  
them passed on to Rick quicker for tracking. 
 
(Continued on p. 9) 

 



(Continued from p. 8)   
 
  6.  All decisions of the judges and the review committee are final. 

 
   7.  Soft plastics, bait and chumming are specifically excluded. 

 
    8. There is no time limit. Complete the challenge at your own pace. 
 

          9.  Pictures can be submitted by emailing them to flatlandflyfishers@gmail.com with your name          
                                              and the   fish species or you can turn in a hard copy print at a club event. 

Three levels of achievement 
Bronze Level – Catch 6 fish species from the fish list 
Silver Level – Catch 12 fish species from the fish list 
Gold Level – Catch all 18 fish species from the fish list 
 
Here is the proper way to display your Challenge catch — Provide a nice profile shot like this 
Black Crappie and Green Sunfish.  Good Fishing!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge 

 

The challenge is off to a good start. We have 32 club members who have entered the challenge. Members: Dan 
Slate, Dan Stark, Paul Wilson, Ryan Allred, Tony Dehaven, Eric Hollis, Pat McCleave, Mike Blubaugh, KC 
Alexander, Gale Brown, Cory Lies, Neal Hall, Jim Keller and Rick Brown have earned the Bronze Award by 
landing six fish from the list. There are some members getting close to the Silver Award. With the warm  
weather, it’s time to cast those flies. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(Continued on p. 10) 
 



Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge 
 
Two New Species 
 
We have an update to the Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge. The fish committee has added two fish to 
the species list. Club members have been out fishing and paying attention to what they are catching. 
Then doing some homework based on pictures taken we now have two species not originally on the 
list. The committee agreed and added the Warmouth and Orangespotted Sunfish to the list. 
 
 
Warmouth 

 
 
 
Orangespotted Sunfish 

 
 
Fish Identification and Pictures 
 
We want to remind everyone that the members of the fish committee for the challenge are not fish 
biologists. Club members are getting into some of the species where a couple fish can look very 
similar; for instance a walleye, sauger, and saugeye. One picture of the fish might not be enough to 
positively identify the fish. With these types of fish there are normally two or three things you have 
to look at to positively identify the species. Members need to do research on what those things are 
and the pictures submitted need to reflect that. You might need to submit a couple pictures to identi-
fy a single fish. Besides a good profile picture, a good picture of the dorsal fin can help with the 
identification of a walleye, sauger or saugeye. 
 
 
(Continued on p. 11) 



Saugeye (Hybrid) 
Gar 
Drum 
Black Bullhead 
Blue Catfish 
Flathead Catfish 
Channel Catfish 
 
 

(Continued from p. 8) 

Kansas Fly Fishing  
Challenge Fish List 
 
Rainbow Trout 
Largemouth Bass 
Smallmouth Bass 
Spotted Bass 
Striped Bass 
Wiper (Hybrid Striped Bass) 
White Bass 
White Crappie 
Black Crappie 
Bluegill 
Green Sunfish 
Orangespotted Sunfish 
Long Eared Sunfish 
Redear Sunfish 
Warmouth 
Common Carp 
Grass Carp 
Walleye 
Sauger 
Pike 
Yellow Perch 



Fish Identification  
By Rick Brown, Flatland Flyfishers Education Chairman 

 

Once again living in Kansas and fishing for warm water species, there are a lot of fish that are very similar to each 
other and it is difficult to identify exactly which species you have landed in the net. Did you catch a Walleye or was 
it a Saugeye? So for the purposes of this article, I’m going to pick on the Walleye. 

 
Walleye 

The walleye (Sander vitreus, synonym S zostedion vitreum), also called the yellow pike, is a freshwa‐
ter perciform fish na ve to most of Canada and to the Northern United States. It is a North American close rela ve 
of the European zander, also known as the pikeperch. The walleye is some mes called the yellow walleye to dis n‐
guish it from the blue walleye, which is a subspecies that was once found in the south‐
ern Ontario and Quebec regions, but is now presumed ex nct.[2] However, recent gene c analysis of a preserved 
(frozen) 'blue walleye' sample suggests that the blue and yellow walleye were simply phenotypes within the same 
species and do not merit separate taxonomic classifica on.[3] 

In parts of its range in English‐speaking Canada, the walleye is known as a pickerel, though the fish is not related to 
the true pickerels, which are a member of the family Esocidae.[4] 

Walleyes show a fair amount of varia on across watersheds. In general, fish within a watershed are quite similar 
and are gene cally dis nct from those of nearby watersheds. The species has been ar ficially propagated for over 
a century and has been planted on top of exis ng popula ons or introduced into waters naturally devoid of the 
species, some mes reducing the overall gene c dis nc veness of popula ons. 

The common name, "walleye," comes from the fact that the fish's eyes point outward, as if looking at the walls. This 
externally facing orientation of the eyes gives anglers an advantage in the dark because a certain eyeshine is given 
off by the eye of the walleye in the dark, similar to that of lions and other nocturnal animals. This "eyeshine" is the 
result of a light-gathering layer in the eyes called the tapetum lucidum, which allows the fish to see well in low-light 
conditions. In fact, many anglers look for walleyes at night since this is when major feeding efforts occur. The fish's 
eyes also allow them to see well in turbid waters (stained or rough, breaking waters), which gives them an advantage 
over their prey. Thus, walleye anglers commonly look for locations where a good "walleye chop" (i.e., rough water) 
occurs. This excellent vision also allows the fish to populate the deeper regions in a lake, and they can often be 
found in deeper water, particularly during the warmest part of the summer and at night. 
 

(Continued on p. 13) 



Walleyes are largely olive and gold in color (hence the French common name: doré—golden). The dorsal side of a 
walleye is olive, grading into a golden hue on the flanks. The olive/gold pattern is broken up by five darker saddles 
that extend to the upper sides. The color shades to white on the belly. The mouth of a walleye is large and is armed 
with many sharp teeth. The first dorsal and anal fins are spinous, as is the operculum. Walleyes are distinguished 
from their close relative the sauger by the white coloration on the lower lobe of the caudal fin, which is absent on the 
sauger. In addition, the two dorsals and the caudal fin of the sauger are marked with distinctive rows of black dots 
which are absent from or indistinct on the same fins of walleyes. 

Now time for your homework, What does a Sauger or a Saugeye look like and what is the difference among the 
three fish. 

 



Media Team 
 

You know us as Ryan, Steve and Jim, but we are also 
called  “Flatland Fly Fishers” Media Team”. 

 
Join us on Facebook and Twitter and visit the website 

for current club news. 
 

 
                           2020 Club Board Members 
 
Elected Members:                                                                                                                                                             Appointed Members: 
President: Neal Hall                                                                                                                                       Activities:  Greg Stuever 
Vice President: Gale Brown                                                 Conservation:  Darrel Atteberry 
Treasurer:  Bill Ethridge                                                       Education:  Rick Brown 
Secretary:  Dan Stark                                                           Newsletter Editor:  Jim Keller 
  Program Director:  Sheldon Evans                                                                            Marketing:  Chris Harmon 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Membership:  Rick Brown 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Web/Facebook:  Ryan Allred 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drop me a note about an anecdote that has happened to you: Good stories can come from 
the most unexpected occurrences! 
 
The “Mountain Goat” has retired. For anyone who has fished the Arkansas River from Canon City 
to Salida, Colorado, you know that much of the river is lined with boulders, especially on the rail-
road side of the river. Growing up in Pueblo, Colorado, the Arkansas was a very familiar body of 
water. Before and after the annual run-off, it was often nice to be able to cross the river and fish the 
boulder side, which provided deep holes and eddies for nice fish. That side of the river also provid-
ed the opportunity for having a good stretch of water to oneself. During those days, I became known 
as the “Mountain Goat,” as I developed the ability to navigate the boulders with relative ease.  
 
Those days were fun, but with age there comes a time that even the “Mountain Goat” realizes it is 
time to retire and find stretches of water that lend itself to easier access. I found that time a couple 
of years ago when I first hiked 7 miles to a high lake, spent a wind-blown night, and then once back 
at camp found that it took me 3 days to recuperate. This  was followed by a day of challenging river 
crossing and boulder jumping (or more like boulder crawling). Now in my late 60’s, I’m finding sat-
isfaction in the beauty of my surroundings and the easier access locations. All in all, I’ll never give 
up on the challenge of tying the right fly that will catch the elusive game fish.  

A Facebook group has been created for members of the 
Flatland Fly Fishers. This is a closed group and the on-
ly people who will be approved to join are active club 
members. The purpose of the group is to give club 
members a way to share and talk to each other about 
fly fishing.  You can post fishing pictures or a fly pat-
tern you tied.  See if someone wants to go fish-
ing.  There is even an option to sell fly fishing gear you 
no longer need.  I hope this becomes a fun tool for club 
members.  Just remember to keep posts about fly fish-
ing.  I will not be using this much for club stuff, so keep 
following our main page for that information. I will try 
to remember when there is a club member only event 
to post on this group. 



Flatland Fly Fishers meets monthly at the 
Great Plains Nature Center, located at 

6232 E. 29th St. N, Wichita, KS 

2020 Flatland Fly Fishers Club  
Upcoming Activities:  

 
-Fly Tying online—Look for Update 
online in the near future 
-August club meeting - Look for Up-
date 
-Keep taking pictures of fish you 
catch (be sure they show proper  
handling and fly fishing proof)  
 

Ark River Anglers Fly Tying Class  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please call 316‐682‐8006 for addi onal informa on. 

 

   Questions and Answers 
        If you have questions regarding any aspect 

of fly fishing, please submit them to:      
keller.jim@sbcglobal.net  

5709 N. Sullivan 
Wichita, KS 

67204 

Flatland Fly Fishers 

    
If we don’t have it, we will special order for you. 
Cortland ~ St. Croix ~ Redington ~ Rio ~ White River  Fly Reels ~ 
Fly Rods ~ Fly Line ~ Fly Fishing  Accessories 

 
 
 

See us for your fly tying/fly fishing needs, 
wide selection of material and tools from 
Peak ~ Colorado Angler ~ Hareline ~ Wapsi 
and others. 

 
 
 

 

Follow us on Facebook.com/Zeiners & Zeiners.com 

737 S. Washington #6 ~ Wichita ~ 316-265-5551 

Visit our website   
  www. flatlandflyfishers.org/   

Zeiner’s Angler Supply Fly Shop 

Bear River Tackle 
Fishing Flies Anyone Can 
Use! 
https://
www.bearrivertackle.com 
glenn67230@gmail.com 
316-619-7868 
  


