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Great Success 

May Online Meeting Provides 
New Insights  

                                                              Ryan Allred 
 
First of all I hope everyone enjoyed the May meeting.  Doug Meyer did a great job sharing insights to Kansas 
fishing areas near Wichita. 
 
One of the things Doug talked about a lot was the Kansas Fish Atlas.  I wanted to point out something I recently 
found on the KDWPT website regarding the atlas that I think is very useful. 
 
First of all, if you go to this page you can download a PDF version of the atlas towards the bottom of the 
page.  As mentioned by people online last night, there are different places around town you can pick up hard cop-
ies. 
https://ksoutdoors.com/KDWPT-Info/Locations/Hunting-Fishing-Atlas/Fishing-Atlas 
 
What I want to point out on this page: 
ArcGIS App for Smartphones & Tablets 
ArcGIS Mobile FISH Pic 
Use the free ArcGIS App to add public fishing locations to your mobile device (data signal required). Once the 
app is installed on your device, search the Maps for "KDWPT FISH" and select the "KDWPT: 2020 Fishing Ac-
cess" map. 
 
There is an IOS and Android version available for you to install the ArcGIS app on your phone.  There is even a 
version for a Windows computer.  When you open the application the first time, it will ask you to set up an ac-
count, but there is an option to skip that and go straight into the maps.  Like noted above, you search for KDWPT 
FISH and you will see the fish atlas show up for different years.  Make sure you open the 2020 one, so you are 
looking at up-to-date information.  
 
 
(Continued on p. 2) 



(Continued from p. 1) 
 
Here is what is neat about this application.  On your phone, you can search for an area 
or just start scrolling around.  It has markers for all the urban lakes, state lakes, 
etc.  Then the walk-in fish areas are marked just like on the PDF version of the atlas.  I 
don't know if I am finding the right section of river Doug talked about, but this morn-
ing I did a search of Cedar Vale.  There are two tracks of the Caney River marked just 
east of town. 
 
 
This is what it looks like when you click on a track.  It 
shows how much water, so on rivers and streams it will 
give miles.  If it is a pond, it will give you the code that 
tells you when it is open to fish, how many acres and if you 
can put water craft on it.  Here are some of the things I like 
about the application.  It is a satellite map.  You can zoom 
in and start looking at roads and everything else to put to-
gether a better plan for a trip.  This is the iOS version so 
might be different on Android.  At the bottom there is a 
diamond with an arrow in it.  If you click on that, it will 
ask you which of the map applications on your phone you 
want directions on. 
 
 
 

 
 
I now have directions to get me to the area.  For most of the 
walk- in areas, you are not getting directions to an exact place 
to park.  That part you are 
going to have to figure out. 
 
 
 
Here is a screenshot of Wichita on my phone.  All 
those little black and white squares are places you can 
fish.  The blue dots are places where there is river 
access to put in             kayaks.  Great way to find 
some new places to try fishing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Doug Meyer presents information on fishing Kansas waters during the May online club meeting. 

 
 
Ryan Allred and Rick 
Brown directed the first  
Facebook Live club meet-
ing, Ryan worked long 
hours setting up the equip-
ment and finalizing access 
for the May meeting.  
 
The FFF Board is in the 
process of learning more 
about the online produc-
tion process, Under the 
leadership of Ryan Allred, 
the club looks to meet the 
challenges of the future.  



Fishing the North Fork of the 
Ninnescah River as it flows 
into Cheney Reservoir. 

      Practice Social Distancing 

June Club Meeting on Facebook Live —— 
 

June meeting will again be Facebook Live on the clubs main page. The program will be urban fish-
ing around Wichita by R&R (Rick and Ryan unless someone else wants to jump in).  Right now we 
are looking to cover things like tools available to find and get more information about locations.  
Different ways people might fish them.  Different equipment setups that people are using and even 
rigging options with multiple flies.  Hoping to have a few videos to show examples of some of the 
fishing methods.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge 
Open to Flatland Flyfishers Members Only 
This is a Fly Fishing only event. 
Start Date:  February 8th, 2020 
 

Participants will be awarded a certificate for each level achieved. 
To enter the challenge, submit your name and email to the rules committee at flatlandflyfishers@gmail.com 
 
Guidelines: 
 

  1.  All participants entered must abide by all Kansas Wildlife and Parks fishing regulations. 
 

  2.  All fish must be caught using a fly rod, fly reel, fly line and fly. 
 

  3.  Participants can fish anywhere in Kansas and can use any type of watercraft. 
 
  4.  Participants must submit a clear photo of the fish for each species of fish caught that shows the fish  
        being treated with respect. Safe handling of all fish at all times. All fish must be released back into  
       the water. 
 
**  5.  All photos submitted will be reviewed by the rules committee and the participant will be notified of  
            acceptance or rejection. 

 
**Fly Fishing Challenge—Change made April 1, 2020  — Ryan Allred 

 We made a couple of changes to the official rules on the challenge—nothing that affects how it works or fish people  
have already submitted.  The main one is it said that after a fish was submitted, you would get an approval or  
denial response. Participation has been great, so dealing with a good number of emails.  
 
 I don't have the time to send an approval email to everyone submitting fish pictures.  So updated that guideline  
to say that if a fish is denied, we will let you know; otherwise, assume the fish has been accepted. 
 
The other one I changed was just asking if you can remember when you email the picture, use the subject line of  
FFF Challenge (Flatland Fly Fishers Challenge).  Just helps going through club emails to see them and get  
them passed on to Rick quicker for tracking. 
 
(Continued on p. 6) 
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  6.  All decisions of the judges and the review committee are final. 

 
   7.  Soft plastics, bait and chumming are specifically excluded. 

 
    8. There is no time limit. Complete the challenge at your own pace. 
 

          9.  Pictures can be submitted by emailing them to flatlandflyfishers@gmail.com with your name          
                                              and the   fish species or you can turn in a hard copy print at a club event. 

Three levels of achievement 
Bronze Level – Catch 6 fish species from the fish list 
Sliver Level – Catch 12 fish species from the fish list 
Gold Level – Catch all 18 fish species from the fish list 
 
Here is the proper way to display your Challenge catch — Provide a nice profile shot like this 
Black Crappie and Green Sunfish.  Good Fishing!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge 

 

The challenge is off to a good start. We have 32 club members who have entered the challenge. Members: Dan 
Slate, Pat McCleave, Mike Blubaugh, KC Alexander, Gale Brown, Cory Lies, Neal Hall, Jim Keller, Rick 
Brown, Ryan Allred, and Paul Wilson have earned the Bronze Award by landing six fish from the list. There 
are members getting close to the Bronze Award and some have moved on with additional species. With 
warmer and more consistent temperatures, it’s time to cast those flies. 
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Gar 
Drum 
Black Bullhead 
Blue Catfish 
Flathead Catfish 

(Continued from p. 3) 

Kansas Fly Fishing  
Challenge Fish List 
 
Rainbow Trout 
Largemouth Bass 
Smallmouth Bass 
Spotted Bass 
Striped Bass 
Wiper (Hybrid Striped Bass) 
White Bass 
White Crappie 
Black Crappie 
Bluegill 
Green Sunfish 
Long Eared Sunfish 
Redear Sunfish 
Common Carp 
Walleye 
Sauger 
Pike 
Channel Catfish 
Grass Carp 
Yellow Perch 
Saugeye (Hybrid) 



Tyer’s Corner 
 
The Challenge is on! As spring turns to summer, we hope to share flies that are successful on the 
varied species in Kansas.  As you find patterns that work well for you, please send a picture and 
description to keller.jim@sbcglobal.net and I’ll post them in upcoming newsletters. Enjoy your 
opportunities to meet the Challenge. 
 
Niki Christopher 
 
YELLOW & RED WET FLY 
This is a wet fly patterned after one included in a selection of cheaply-made wet flies from a surplus store that a 
friend gave me for Christmas several years ago. Although I appreciated the thought, the nameless flies themselves 
were gaudy, many were poorly tied on defective hooks with open eyes, and the large box they came in wouldn't even 
fit in my pack. I set them to one side and forgot about them until late summer, when fishing was getting slow and I 
was willing to experiment with new flies. I loaded them into a compact fly box and took them to a park pond that I 
often fished after work. 
 
Virtually all of them caught fish. Not all of them were winners, but some of them consistently attracted sunfish, 
bluegills and small bass. Very few of those original flies have survived, but I continue to tie similar flies, because 
they work. 
 
This fly may have a name in the books, but I don't know it. I've caught sunfish, bluegill, catfish, crappie, small bass 
and carp with this one. A similar version in more subdued colors has caught trout. I add beads or lash a strip of thin 
silver solder to the shank of the hook to some of them to get a faster sink rate, but most are tied unweighted, because 
they sink slowly, move seductively, and catch fish. Fish it alone or in a dropper rig, stripping it slow and letting it 
sink between strips.  
 
Use a weighted version when you need a faster sink rate to get to deeper fish. Try other color combinations, too. 
 
Materials in the order of tying: 
 
Wet fly hook or any heavier wire straight-medium shank hook, sizes 8-12 
 
Black  thread 6/0 
 
If weight is desired: appropriately-sized brass, copper or gold bead, or a strip of thin silver solder (without flux core) 
or other non-lead material 
 
Tail (and beard): red and yellow feather strands or hairs from calf tail, fur, etc. 
Body: yellow dubbing   
Ribbing: gold tinsel 
Wing: strands of curved soft hackle from 
mallard (as shown), or other soft feather 
with a natural curve. Trim each feather as 
you tie, per instructions. 
 
Beard: see Tail materials above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Evening Fly Tying runs the second Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the  

Nature Center. Come and join in or just enjoy the camaraderie. Cancelled! 

(Continued from p. 8) 
 
Instructions: 
 
Weighted version: 
Add bead, then tie on thread, or tie on thread and lash to the hook shank a piece of silver solder or lead substitute 
short enough to be covered by the dubbing. Leave plenty of room for the head. 
 
Unweighted:  
Tie in thread, leaving plenty of room for the head. Wrap about halfway down shaft.  
 
Tail: tie in a small bundle of red feather strands or hairs to form a tail about as long as the hook shaft, wrap thread 
down to the hook bend. 
Rib: tie in a piece of gold tinsel at the hook bend. Trim the tag. Leave it hanging loose. 
Thorax: sparsely cover thread with yellow dubbing, and wrap toward hook eye to form a cigar-shaped body. Stop 
short of the hook eye (or bead) to leave room to tie on the wing and beard and form a tapered head. 
Ribbing: spiral wrap the thorax with the tinsel. Secure with a half-hitch and trim tag. 
Wing: on top of the hook where you secured the tinsel, tie in a small section of curved feathers you've trimmed from 
a mallard feather, or similar curved soft hackle feather. The wing ,when tied in, should be almost as long as the tail. 
Pinch the feather to keep the fibers together and aligned as you trim them from the shaft, and hold that pinch so the 
wing curve stays in position as you tie the butts in. Secure the butts, trim feather butts at a taper, secure with a half 
hitch or two. 
Beard: at the same spot, on the bottom of the hook, tie a sparse bundle of a few red and yellow feather strands or 
hairs. (Turn the hook upside down or rotate your vise to make this easier.) The beard should angle down into the 
middle of the hook gap and be long enough to touch, or almost touch the curve of the hook. Tie in, trim the butts 
with a taper, and trim off any protruding pieces. Secure with a half-hitch. 
 
[This next step is optional, but it adds a bit of sturdiness to that vulnerable point where so many materials 
are tied in. If you are a beginner, skip this step and go on to the next step.   
I usually add a TINY TINY drop of superglue to the point where the wing, tinsel, and beard are secured. Don't apply 
it from the tube; they dispense too much.  Use a pin or toothpick and just touch it to a drop of superglue you've put 
on a scrap of paper or other material, and apply a very small amount with that.   If you apply too much, or it's still 
sticky when you tie your whip finish knot, it will stop your thread from sliding under the whips and won't cinch 
down properly.] 
 
 Wrap the butts to make a smooth tapered head if there's no bead, or wrap the butts and any gap behind the bead to 
make a tapered collar. Finish tying off with your favorite finishing knot, and favorite nail polish, head cement or 
superglue. Check to see if the hook eye is clogged before you set it aside to dry.   



What is a species on the FFF Challenge worth? 
 
Ryan Allred 
 
 
I am having fun with the Kansas Fly Fishing Challenge.  I made sure to get a rainbow before the end of the season 
and then started hitting warm water species when time allowed.  There are some species on the list that are easier to 
find close by.  Before long I had a white crappie and bass.  Then one day, I got into some bluegill and green sun-
fish.  Thinking this is going good, what next do I target? I see people in the club that are mentioning certain ponds 
are good for black crappie.  New-found locations seem to be good for channel catfish, especially just after being 
stocked.   
 
 
One of those places is Colwich, which isn’t that far from where I live.  I am lucky enough to live on a neighborhood 
pond, so I keep a fly rod rigged up most of the summer in my basement.  Depending on where I am going and how 
long I am going to be fishing, this is the rod I will grab most of the time.  I built a new 4 piece 6 wt rod, in Neal’s rod 
building class back in January.  This year that was my rod rigged up in my basement.  Colwich is a quick trip and 
most of the time I was only going to be fishing for an hour or two.  The back window in my truck rolls down and 
makes it where I can put a rod inside my truck with just the tip hanging out the back.  It doesn’t catch that much 
wind and when  I get to my fishing location, all I have to do is grab my stuff.  Most of the time, I already have a fly 
on to start with, but that is easy to change if I want.  
\ 
 
I am not going to mention names, but a particular club member knew I hadn’t caught a catfish and was enjoying 
sending me pictures of, I think, almost every single one he caught at Colwich.  One afternoon I head out there only 
to find the wind was blowing probably 20 mph harder than it seemed to be at my house.  Fished a while no cat’s to 
be had for me.  A couple more trips only to find the crappie like my flies better than the cat’s do.  This particular 
club member was still having fun sending me pictures of catfish.  He even started sending pictures of other club 
member showing off their catfish for the challenge.  Surprised he didn’t just start asking random people to hold up a 
catfish to get a picture to send me! 
 
 
On this particular day that I went out to try Colwich, I think I had a little COVID-19 brain.  The weather was beauti-
ful so with the back window down, I also opened the sunroof to get some air flow through the truck on my way 
home.  I was almost home when I decided to close the sunroof because of some stuff in the air.  Not sure why they 
put the buttons to the sunroof and back window right next to each other up by the cab reading lights!  As you might 
have guessed by now… my new 4 piece rod became a 5 piece rod before I realized which button I had pushed.  Not 
the best fishing day for me!  No catfish for the challenge and just broke the first rod I ever built, but crap hap-
pens.  Getting out to fish is worth having to deal with some of this.  I know a good rod builder that I am sure will 
help me do anything I can to hopefully fix this mistake of mine.  First time I have ever broken a rod that wasn’t on a 
fish.  This didn’t stop me from going out to Colwich again and eventually getting my channel catfish, - it just wasn’t 
on that new 6 wt rod. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Continued on p. 11) 
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I think I know who I should send my rod repair bill too… 
 

 
 
 
Here are a couple patterns I have been using.  This yellow and brown woolly bugger is one that was probably tied at 
least 15 years ago.  I pulled out a very old fly box and have been having fun using some things out of it for the fish-
ing challenge.  The second fly is a recent pattern, just another modification to the slumpbuster.  Some dumbbell eyes, 
olive brown ice dub body, black pine squirrel (tail, back and collar), blue wire with some orange-tipped black rubber 
legs. The picture of the channel came on this fly. 
 
 

 

Club Shirts to go on Sale at the Blue Gill Fest Coming Soon 
 
For those club members that watched our FB live announcements on May 20th, we talked about the new shirts we ordered before COVID-
19.  Here are the samples of the logos and a price list.  We do have them, but we are not putting them on the store.  First opportunity to get 
them will most likely be at Bluegill Fest (date not set yet, but coming).  Bring check or cash because signal at this location might not allow 
credit cards.  These pictures are just to show the logo they are not the shirt we ordered. Shirt material is a cool max light weight material.   

 
 
Prices: 
Short Sleeve 
M-XL $13 
XXL $15  
3XL/4XL $16 
 
Long Sleeve 
M-XL $15 
XXL $16 
3XL/4XL $18 
 



Media Team 
 

You know us as Ryan, Steve and Jim, but we are also 
called  “Flatland Fly Fishers” Media Team”. 

 
Join us on Facebook and Twitter and visit the website 

for current club news. 
 

 
                           2020 Club Board Members 
 
Elected Members:                                                                                                                                                             Appointed Members: 
President: Neal Hall                                                                                                                                       Activities:  Greg Stuever 
Vice President: Gale Brown                                                 Conservation:  Darrel Atteberry 
Treasurer:  Bill Ethridge                                                       Education:  Rick Brown 
Secretary:  Dan Stark                                                           Newsletter Editor:  Jim Keller 
  Program Director:  Sheldon Evans                                                                             Marketing:  Chris Harmon 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Membership:  Rick Brown 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Web/Facebook:  Ryan Allred 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drop me a note about an anecdote that has happened to you: Good stories can come from 
the most unexpected occurrences! 
 
 
I am so happy that when I first started fly fishing and tying my own flies, that I learned to either 
smash the barbs or better yet, to use barbless hooks. Tonight it truly paid off. I was unhooking a 
large Carp for KC and the line was stuck in the gill plate. Just as I grabbed the fly to remove it from 
fish, it started rolling and flipping. Needless to say, it buried the John Montana Hybrid Fly clear up 
to the bend of the hook right next to my thumbnail. Luckily, KC was able to pin the fish before it 
made it back into the water and since the hook was barbless, I was able to remove it quickly and 
easily. Still bled like a stuck hog, but sure beat having to cut it out. My thanks have to go to Rick 
Brown, as he taught me how to tie my first fly and I have smashed the barbs or used barbless hooks 
ever since. I will continue to do so from now on. 
 
Pat McCleave 

Improve your casting with the Scientific Angler podcast series.  Great instruc-
tional program! 

A Facebook group has been created for members of the 
Flatland Fly Fishers. This is a closed group and the 
only people who will be approved to join are active 
club members. The purpose of the group is to give club 
members a way to share and talk to each other about 
fly fishing.  You can post fishing pictures or a fly pat-
tern you tied.  See if someone wants to go fish-
ing.  There is even an option to sell fly fishing gear you 
no longer need.  I hope this becomes a fun tool for club 
members.  Just remember to keep posts about fly fish-
ing.  I will not be using this much for club stuff, so keep 
following our main page for that information. I will try 
to remember when there is a club member only event 
to post on this group. 



Flatland Fly Fishers meets monthly at the 
Great Plains Nature Center, located at 

6232 E. 29th St. N, Wichita, KS 

2020 Flatland Fly Fishers Club  
Upcoming Activities:  

 
-Fly Tying the 2nd Thursday, 6:30 
p.m. at the Nature Center—Look for 
update online in the near future! 
-May club meeting - Look for update 
-Start taking pictures of fish you 
catch (be sure they show proper  
handling and fly fishing proof)  
 

Ark River Anglers Fly Tying Class  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please call 316-682-8006 for additional information. 

 

   Questions and Answers 
        If you have questions regarding any aspect 

of fly fishing, please submit them to:      
keller.jim@sbcglobal.net  

5709 N. Sullivan 
Wichita, KS 

67204 

Flatland Fly Fishers 

    
If we don’t have it, we will special order for you. 
Cortland ~ St. Croix ~ Redington ~ Rio ~ White River  Fly Reels ~ 
Fly Rods ~ Fly Line ~ Fly Fishing  Accessories 

 
 
 

See us for your fly tying/fly fishing needs, 
wide selection of material and tools from 
Peak ~ Colorado Angler ~ Hareline ~ Wapsi 
and others. 

 
 
 

 

Follow us on Facebook.com/Zeiners & Zeiners.com 

737 S. Washington #6 ~ Wichita ~ 316-265-5551 

Visit our website   
  www. flatlandflyfishers.org/   

Zeiner’s Angler Supply Fly Shop 

Bear River Tackle 
Fishing Flies Anyone Can 
Use! 
https://
www.bearrivertackle.com 
glenn67230@gmail.com 
316-619-7868 
  


