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Mother’s Day Caddis on the Arkansas River 

Webb, Rush Recount Club Trips 

During the February club meeting, Steve Webb and Kendal Rush shared insights on 20 years of 
fishing the Arkansas River in Colorado. Their initial exposure to the river was with the club trips 
and over the years the two have made numerous other ventures to Colorado on their own.  The 
duo discussed techniques, equipment, fly patterns and adventures they have had. They concluded 
with an outstanding video featuring club members, great shots of rainbow and brown trout and 
scenic shots of the area. Following the presentation, a lively interaction with other club members 
added even more insights to the discussion. Perhaps another club outing is in the near future. 



 Time to head to warmer climates 

Bonefishing the Bahamas and Belize 

Howard Kanitz with a large bonefish that he caught off  north Andros in the Bahamas. 

Howard stayed at Hermon Bain’s place on Bowen Sound, north Andros. The first four days were windy and overcast 
making for tough conditions. The last two days were awesome, sunny 
and the tides were right, so the fish were apt to be spooked. Each of the 
last two days he boated 11-12 nice size bonefish.  
Flies and fishing conditions: Crazy Charlies with hot colored legs in 
a size 4, orange and pink bodies with a tan wing, bead head and 
small lead heads were the flies of choice.  Tippet was 20 lb, with a 
floating line and a 7 wt. rod. Due to the wind the first four days, a 9 
wt. rod may have been the better choice as the casts required a 40’ 
distance into the wind. 
 
A week after Howard returned from north Andros, Bill Ethridge and Jim 
Keller travelled to Abergris Caye in San Pedro, Belize —February 19-
22. The duo flew out on the 18th, fished four days and returned on the 
23rd. Staying at a time share, The Royal Caribbean Resort was home 
base and the guide was able to pick up the duo off the dock. 
Again, winds in the 17-23 mph range challenged  skills, forcing them to 
travel with guide Hillian Martinez to the leeward side of the island. 
Each morning started slow, but hook-ups picked up as the day pro-
gressed. Days 3 and 4 proved to be the most productive as anglers and 
guide became familiar with one another and worked much better as a 
team. This was Bill’s first fly fishing trip in search of bonefish and Jim’s 
third trip into the Caribbean.    (continued on pp. 3-4) 
                                             

 

Bonefish and tarpon flies imitate bait fish, shrimp 
and small crabs. 



San Pedro is a tourist area with a large population for an 
island area. The basic mode of transportation is hundreds 
of golf carts.  Flights from Belize City take about 15 
minutes and run constantly throughout the day. Taxi ser-
vice is available and nice restaurant prices make the trip 
reasonable. Exchange rate at present is 2 dollars Belize to 
1 dollar US.  



Good preparation will pay dividends for anglers going south. One can never do enough casting practice into the 
wind.  It is essential to be able to make a double –haul cast forward and a backhand cast in the 35-40’ length when 
bonefishing. If one has a desire to go after tarpon, an 80-100’ cast is needed. In addition, it is essential to listen and 
follow your guide’s instructions carefully. As he is poling high above the boat ,he can spot the fish and give you spe-
cific directions, such as, “Go 35’ at 11:00. Wait, let it drop.” After a couple of seconds he’ll have you strip your line 
at a rate of 8 to 10” as he watches the fish follow and hopefully take your fly. Once the bonefish takes the fly it is 
imperative that the angler uses a strip set and then lets the bonefish take line. Even small bonefish will make 5 or 6 
runs when hooked and if one tries to stop the run, the bone will either break your 10-12 lb. leader or rip the fly from 
its soft mouth. They are amazingly strong fish at any size.  

Sun protection is a must in the Caribbean. Bill and Jim are shown with a typical Abergris Caye bonefish.  In ad-
dition to the bones, the anglers caught some yellow fins.  

Equipment:  
Rods: 8 weight to handle the windy conditions; 
Lighter wind days a saltwater 6-7 wt.; 
Reels: Large arbor is best but a larger 4-7 size reel 
can work — after runs the bonefish will turn and 
run at the boat making it imperative that line can 
be taken in quickly. 
Lines: matching 8 or 9 weight lines with a boost 
or shooting head, saltwater lines are best; 
Leaders: Rio bonefish leaders 30 lb. butt, with 10-
12 lb taper range or a similar brand in a 10-12’ 
length. 
 
 
 Tres Pescados guide Hillian Martinez worked 

hard through the wind  providing Bill and Jim 
with numerous opportunities.   

Flies: In Ambergris Caye 
smaller flies seemed to 
work best. 



Great way to spend a winter weekend 

Building that First Rod, or Maybe the Second Rod 

 
 
During the frigid days 
of January, many fisher-
men look for some 
other activities to keep 
them involved in the 
sport. This past January 
saw a good group of 
FFF members learning 
the art of rod building 
under the  
tutelage  of Neil Hall, 
master rod builder.  



Tyer’s Corner:  When talking with other fishermen at Taylor lake in Colorado about fishing a 

May Fly pattern, most said that few if any fish are caught on them. After coming in from a day, which saw a heavy 
hatch  but few fish caught, a friend asked if I thought a much smaller fly would work. He gave me a size 20 May 
Fly.  I tied a few and asked my friend to try them out while I traveled to Seattle for a wedding. They worked and 
worked well.   
On a couple of trips to Joe Wright Reservoir where we fished for Grayling, I came up with the Joe Wright  Special. 
For years we fished Caddis and Renegade dry flies which produced some action. Once we began fishing the Spe-
cial, our production grew exponentially. The Green Drake pattern is one I am looking forward to using on some of 
the high lakes next summer on my days off from working at one of the area campgrounds.  

 Dean Lindteigen 

 

Taylor May Fly Miniature 
 
Hook:  Daiich1120 size 20 
                                               3x heavy scud hook 
Thread:  UTC 70D Olive 
Tail:  20lb mono wrapped with 70D 
                                      Blue Dun thread 
Tail Tips: 2 white calf hair or hackle 
Body: Olive Sparkle Dubbing 
Wing:  Dun hackle 
Parachute Post:  White Antron Yarn 

 Joe Wright Special 
 
Hook:  Tiemco 5210 size 1101  
                                             Size     20 
Thread:  UTC 70D Blue Dun 
Tail:  3 Brown Wood Duck Fibers 
Wing:      Brown hackle 
Parachute Post:  White Antron Yarn 

Green Drake Spinner 
 
Hook:  Tiemco 5210 size 12 
Thread:  UTC 70D Olive 
Tail:  3 Pheasant Tail Fibers 
Body:  Olive Sparkle Dubbing 
Rib:  Size 5m Golden/Olive                
         UTC Wire 
Wing:  Tips from Olive Hackle 
                 Feather 
Hackle:  Grizzly/Dark Olive 



 
Stocking Slough Creek 

 

On January 24th  five members of the club helped state fish biologist, Andrew Schaefer, stock trout 
into Slough Creek at Sedgwick County Park with help from our newest club member, Scott Har-
wood, joined by Kevin Hansen, Don Morgan, John Leifheit and Rick Brown. These club members 
became the first to get their names added to the Club Volunteer Raffle List for 2019. Remember the 
more times you volunteer, the more chances you have to win the Volunteer Raffle at the end of the 
year. 

                                           

Andrew Schaefer will be greatly missed 
 
In early February, FFF lost a great friend. 
 
Andrew’s obituary can be found at:  
https://www.lockefuneralhome.com/obituaries/andrew-schaefer 
 
A memorial has been established in Andrew’s honor.   
 
Checks can be  made payable to Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism, with “Andrew Schaefer Memorial” in the 
memo line. Address:  512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt, KS 67124 



After the Vortex 

Super Bowl Weekend Success at Bennett Springs 

Following near record lows, the weather broke for the weekend and the fishing picked up after two slower days. Ar-
riving on Thursday afternoon, we checked in to the Sand Spring Resort on Highway 64, a mile from Bennett Springs 
State Park. The accommodations were nice and the bar next door was open each afternoon for a happy hour beer be-
fore we started up the grill for our dinner meal. Driving down along the river in the park on Friday morning, there 
was an eerie feeling as there was no one in sight. Had they closed the park early this year! At 8:00 a.m. another car 
pulled in and so we grabbed our rods and headed to the water. Friday morning was still cold and fishing was slow. 
At about noon temperatures began to climb and as if a hatch was on, people began showing up with rods in hand. 
Saturday was another challenging day for fishermen as most were limited in their catch. But  Sunday and Monday, 
with temperatures in the 50s and 60s, fishing was good.  Another great trip into Missouri! 

As temperatures rose ,so did 
the congestion on the river. 
By Saturday afternoon the 
crowd was nearing that of a 
regular mid-season summer 
weekend. 
San Juan worms, midges and 
small dries were the order for 
the weekend. Monday’s 65 
degree weather was a very 
welcomed event. 
With the park closing at 4 
p.m. each day, we managed to 
have our own super bowl 
party, and although some 
thought the Super Bowl was 
boring, for those who love 
great defense it was a game to 
behold. Perhaps next year —
the Chiefs. 



Scott Harwood, new FFF member now living in Hutchinson 
Ft Carson Colorado Springs CO Program 

Trip Planner, Pueblo Assistant Coordinator, Veteran Participant 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. 

 
   Scott Harwood is an active PHWFF veteran, and past Assistant Coordinator for Pueblo, Planner, Men-
tor, and a Participant. He joined PHWFF in 2015 and has participated in many trips as a mentor and par-
ticipant.  He has also taken on the role of Assistant Coordinator supporting veterans and activities in 
Pueblo, Colorado, part of the Colorado Springs Program.  He became a Trip Planner for the 2017 season.  
Scott has also provided trip management/support serving as Trip Lead and Assistant Trip Lead for several 
trips in the 2016 and 2017 season. Scott participated in fly tying as a support assistant to the local coordi-
nator, and since becoming a participant, participated in the rod building class in 2016 winning 2nd Place in 
the national competition and as a rod building mentor for the 2017 season.  Scott has supported several 
events as a PHWFF photographer providing photo libraries for use in internal and public promotions of 
PHWFF.  Scott has also filled in as need on trips at the last minute, even cooking for one outing. 
Scott is an Honorably Discharged Viet Nam Veteran and left the military in 1971 after serving with the 25 th 
Division Artillery as a Radar Operator and the 1st CAV, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion, as helicopter 
Crew Chief. Scott was awarded the Army Air Medal for combat flight campaigns and Bronze Star for Meri-
torious Service.                                                                           
 
   Married, he has two children and one grandson. In civilian life, 
Scott was a Corporate Human Resources Development Manager 
and a private business owner, now retired. He is past Chief Op-
erations Officer (COO) of Colorado Fly Works, LLC, located in 
Pueblo, Colorado.   
Scott has been fly fishing for 12 years and enjoys all aspects of 
the sport from large and small stream fishing to lake and tube 
fishing.  Scott also enjoys golf, wood working, other outdoor ac-
tivities and daily devotional to Bible reading and education. 
Scott states “Since discovering PHWFF and seeing and experi-
encing firsthand the healing this program provides to ‘at risk’ and 
PTSD brothers and sisters in arms, I have dedicated myself to 
supporting this cause in every capacity possible in years to 
come.”                            Healing Those Who Serve 

http://phwff.org 

March Program Will Feature a Great 
Club Opportunity 



 
If you are interested in tying flies or helping with the fish pond during the Wichita 
Sports Show March 14-17, be sure to let Rick Brown know so he can schedule you a 
time. 
 

 
 
                  2019 Club Board Members 
 
Elected Members:                                                                                                                                                             Appointed Members: 
President: Neal Hall                                                                                                                                         Activities:  Greg Stuever, Gale Brown 
Vice President: Charles Snodgrass                                        Conservation:  Darrel Atteberry 
Treasurer:  Bill Ethridge                                                         Education:  Rick Brown 
Secretary:  Dan Stark                                                              Newsletter Editor:  Jim Keller 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Marketing:  Chris Harmon 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Membership:  Pat McCleave 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Web/Facebook:  Ryan Allred 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Program Director:  Not Filled 

 
Drop me a note about an anecdote that has happened to you;  I was reading "the active 
age" and there was an article titled "farm girl" looks back on 107 years, Edna Hall, and is from 
Dighton, Kansas. 
Towards the end of the article it mentioned a son , Neal, and if I am correct Edna is Neal's mom.  I 
wrote Neal saying I read this article also to see if it was his mom. Sure enough it was about our 
Club President’s mother. 
 
Enjoy the article: 
www.theactiveage.com 
 
Dwan Welty 
"Relax and Fly Fish" 



Flatland Fly Fishers meet monthly at the 
Great Plains Nature Center, located at 

6232 E. 29th St. N, Wichita, KS 

Flatland Fly Fishers Club 2019 
Upcoming Activities:  

-March 7 meeting—Healing Waters 
-Fly Tying class the 3rd Friday of 
each month at the Nature Center 
2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
-Fly Tying the 2nd Thursday of 
March is cancelled as we will be 
working the Sports Show 
-Fly Tying and manning the fish 
pond at the Wichita Sports Show, 
March 14-17 

Ark River Anglers Fly Tying Class  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please call 316-682-8006 for additional information. 

 

   Questions and Answers 
        If you have questions regarding any aspect 

of fly fishing, please submit them to:      
keller.jim@sbcglobal.net  

5709 N. Sullivan 
Wichita, KS 

67204 

Flatland Fly Fishers 

    
If we don’t have it, we will special order for you. 
Cortland ~ St. Croix ~ Redington ~ Rio ~ White River  Fly Reels ~ 
Fly Rods ~ Fly Line ~ Fly Fishing  Accessories 

 
 
 

See us for your fly tying/fly fishing needs, 
wide selection of material and tools from 
Peak ~ Colorado Angler ~ Hareline ~ Wapsi 
and others. 

 
 
 

 

Follow us on Facebook.com/Zeiners & Zeiners.com 

737 S. Washington #6 ~ Wichita ~ 316-265-5551 

Media Team 
 

You know us as Ryan, Steve and Jim, but we are also 
called  “Flatland Fly Fishers’ Media Team”. 

 
Join us on Facebook and Twitter and visit the web site 

for current club news. 
 

Visit our website   
  www. flatlandflyfishers.org/   

Zeiner’s Angler Supply Fly Shop 


