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Club Trip to Roaring River— 

Cold Weather Doesn’t Dampen 
the River Experience with Club 
Members 

It was time to hit the road and head down to Roaring River for the opening weekend of the winter catch and re-
lease season. As club members headed southeast, winter was in the air with temperatures in the 30s-40s during 
the day. On Saturday the group awoke to a frigid 17 degrees with dreary skies overhead. Even with the gloomy 
conditions, the enthusiasm was high for the weekend as the fishing was as good as the camaraderie. 
 
The trip was open to all club members and the thirteen who ventured to Missouri found it very rewarding. Sharing 
techniques and patterns, as well as some good stories, improved the outing for all. During the weekend, well over 
200 fish were caught, with many ranging in the 12-18 inch size. The most successful patterns seemed to be Zebra 
Midges, Wooly Buggers, Blue Winged Olives, and San Juan Worms.  (continued on p. 2) 

 





Success was evident throughout the 
weekend, although with the impending 
storm, everyone headed home by Mon-
day morning.  
 
By 10 a.m. on Monday, I-44 greeted 
drivers with 3 inches of snow and high 
winds.   

Greg and Robert enjoyed themselves during 
the Club outing at Roaring River. 



Steelheading  

Fishing the Manistee River in Michigan   
Jim Keller 
On October 22, 2018, Dean Lindteigen and I set out for the Manistee River in northern Michi-
gan. The trip  covered 940 miles over good 4-lane highways and interstates. The colors in Michi-

gan this time of year were spectacular. We drove up I-35 to KC, where we continued up I-635 to 
US-29, then on up to US-36 and across to  Springfield ,IL, which marked the halfway point.  
There we spent the night at a Microtel Hotel and had a great meal at Smokey Bones. Following 
breakfast the next morning at the hotel we headed out toward Gary, IN. As we drove on I-94, 
which ran around the bottom of Lake Michigan, we came upon a massive backup of semis and 
suddenly our GPS diverted us off of I-94 and through a residential area. After about 10 minutes, 
we were directed back down toward I-94. Since there was still big money to be won in the Mega-
Million and Powerball Lotteries, we stopped and bought a couple of tickets. Why else would we 
have been diverted, but to give us a winning ticket, so we thought. As we entered the on-ramp to 
I-94, we passed the tangled mess of semis that had wrecked, causing the massive backup. Lucky 
for us, our GPS saved us a great deal of time with the detour and produced a big $4 lottery win-
ning ticket. We headed on I-94 to US-31, which sent us up the Lake Michigan shoreline toward 
Muskegon and on up to Manistee.  
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A tandem rig featuring two egg beads are strung two 
inches above the size 8 hooks . The steelhead  suck 
in the egg (1) and the hook lodges in the jaw (2). 

Arriving around 4:30 p.m. in Manistee, we stopped and purchased our licenses and then drove up 
the River Road to scout out where we would be meeting our guide the next morning. That was 
followed by a short stop at the hotel before we headed out to the Casino for a meal, which proved 
to be a great smorgasbord of  quality foods.   
At 7:00 a.m. the next morning, we headed to the river to meet Jamie Clous, our guide for the next 
three days. Jamie had been recommended to me by Jason Randal when he was in town doing the 
club presentation last spring.  
The technique that we used was bouncing bead 
egg patterns off the bottom in some of the long 
deeper runs below the gravel and sand areas.  
The first day was the most productive, although 
day three also provided action. Day two was un-
believably slow ,as all the guides on the river 
were working hard to generate some action for 
their clients to little or no avail.  
On day one we hooked up with 10 fish with the 
largest running 13 pounds. On the take the batttle 
began. Big fish teach you patience. After an ini-
tial run, the steelhead would often turn and make 
a run back at the boat only to turn and run again 
once the boat was in sight. The speed of these fish 
was phenomenal.  
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As we were a short distance from lake 
Michigan, the majority of our fish 
were very fresh. My fish was a true 
silver with nearly clear fins, while 
Dean’s had mostly likely been in the 
river a little longer as it had developed 
more color. 



On day three we caught 5 fish with the largest running about 9 pounds. Jamie provided all 
equipment for us, although we were prepared to use our own if necessary. His boat had a nice 
wide body with plenty of room for each of us to cast and the 105 hp jet prop made maneuvering 
through the river very easy .  
I worked off the bow, while Dean worked out of the back of the boat down river. We would an-
chor initially and then slowing work down through the run in small incremental steps making 
casts across the run and letting it swing at the end of each run. The strength of the steelheads 
was a good challenge, as they provided a great battle.  At the January club meeting we will talk 
about different techniques and the tackle that we used and share additional pictures of the 
area. 
 

During the 2018 winter program, 
Jason Randal recommended Ja-
maie Clous as the guide to use on 
the Manistee River in Michigan. 
Jamie did a great job of working 
hard to put us on fish and teaching 
us about steelhead angling.  



Tyer’s Corner:  
 
Mop Flies have become one of the must used flies to fish for trout with. Why, they work! If you go out and look on 
the net, you will find a whole host of ways to tie a Mop Fly. I did just that and here are two of the Mop Flies I found 
and tied up, both of which worked on the club trip to Roaring River a few weeks ago. 
 
Rick Brown 

 

Mini Mop Fly 
Hook: Size: #12- #10, like Dai-Riki 
#305 
Bead: Brass or Tungsten, color to con-
trast body and tail 
Thread: Color to compliment body like 
UTC 140 
Tail: Ultra Chenille UV+ from The 
Bug Shop in light brown 
Body: Dubbing color to compliment 
tail color 
 
 

Jelly Mop 
Hook: Size: #12 - #8, like a Daiichi 
1530 
Bead: Brass or Tungsten, color to com-
pliment body and tail 
Thread: Color to compliment body like 
UTC 140 
Tail: Mop finger 
Body: Medium Krystal Hackle from 
Hairline 
 
 

 
Bill White Memorial Fly Tying Contest 
Flies are now being accepted for this year’s competition. Each entrant can submit one fly of his or 
her choosing.  This year there are two divisions—Men and Women. The voting will take place at the 
December club meeting. Turn your entry into Rick Brown.  



 
Flatland Fly Fishers Annual New Year’s Day Single Fly 
Event—January 1, 2019 
This year’s event will be held at the Plum Shelter at Sedgwick Park. Breakfast will be served be-
ginning at 8:30 a.m.  
Each angler will be allowed only one fly for the fishing competition. Total inches caught, along 
with the largest and smallest fish, will be turned in at the end of the event. Fishing will last four 
hours or until the angler loses the fly.   

Remember to get your 2019 fishing license before the 
event! 
 
 
 
 
Equipment Swap, December/Fly Swap, January 
There will be an equipment swap at the December meeting. Also the annual fly swap will be 
moved to January. Each tier will need to bring 12 flies to the January meeting with the fly con-
tainer labeled with the tier’s name. The flies will be collected by Jim Keller before the program 
begins and then distribution will be made at the February club meeting. So start tying!!!! 

 
 
 
                  2019 Club Board Members 
 
Elected Members:                                                                                                                                                             Appointed Members: 
President: Neal Hall                                                                                                                                         Activities:  Greg Stuever, Gale Brown 
Vice President: Charles Snodgrass                                         Conservation:  Darrel Atteberry 
Treasurer:  Bill Ethridge                                                         Education:  Rick Brown 
Secretary:  Dan Stark                                                             Newsletter Editor:  Jim Keller 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Marketing:  Chris Harmon 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Membership:  Pat McCleave 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Web/Facebook:  Ryan Allred 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Program Director:  Not Filled 



Flatland Fly Fishers meet monthly at the 
Great Plains Nature Center, located at 

6232 E. 29th St. N, Wichita, KS 

Flatland Fly Fishers Club 2018 
Upcoming Activities:  

 
-Club Meeting-December 6 — Food, Movie, 
and gear swap—bring a dessert, main dish pro-
vided 
-Annual Single Fly Event-January 1, 2019  
-Fly Tying the 3rd Friday of each month at the 
Nature Center 2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
-Open Fly Tying on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m.   

Ark River Anglers Fly Tying Class  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please call 316-682-8006 for additional information. 

 

   Questions and Answers 
        If you have questions regarding any aspect 

of fly fishing, please submit them to:      
keller.jim@sbcglobal.net  

5709 N. Sullivan 
Wichita, KS 

67204 

Flatland Fly Fishers 

    
 
 

See us for your fly tying/fly fishing needs, 
wide selection of material and tools from Peak  
~ Colorado Angler ~ Hareline ~ Wapsi and others. 
 
If we don’t have it, we will special order for you. 
Cortland ~ St. Croix ~ Redington ~ Rio ~ White River                      
Fly Reels ~ Fly Rods ~ Fly Line ~ Fly Fishing  

                                             Accessories 
 
 
 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook.com/Zeiners & Zeiners.com 

737 S. Washington #6 ~ Wichita ~ 316-265-5551 

Media Team 
 

You know us as Ryan, Steve and Jim, but we are also 
called  “Flatland Fly Fishers’ Media Team”. 

 
Join us on Facebook and Twitter and visit the web site 

for current club news. 
 

Visit our website   
  www. flatlandflyfishers.org/   

Open Fly Tying 

Begins Again in September 

When: Second Thursday of each month from       
6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Where: Great Plains Nature Center 

Zeiner’s Angler Supply Fly Shop 


