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Nov. 1—Club meeting, 7:00 
p.m. 
 

Fall Banquet —Fun for All—
Casting Contest, Drawings and 
Great Food 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chas Snodgrass was one of the big winners, as he won two new fly rods. Prizes were won by a good number of 
members, as well over 80 items were up for grabs. 



  The support and efforts of many      
  club members made the day a       
  great success. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Numerous tables held a 
wide variety of high qual-
ity prizes. 

Teams challenged one another in the casting contests, which included casting with only half the fly rod 
and back-casting with the complete rod. The selection of a new location worked out well, as it provided 
plenty of room for the day’s activities. In addition to the individual items, club members worked to put 
together grab bags, which included a variety of tying tools and materials. 

The desserts prepared via Dutch 
Ovens and the homemade ice 
cream were as big a hit as was 
the great meal prepared by Neal 
Hall. 



 
Education Page 

Rick Brown, Education Chairman 
 

“Back to school!” It’s that time of the year again - time to start putting away your summer wardrobe and remember 
where you put your fall and winter fishing gear. So if anybody knows where my winter fishing gloves are at, please 
let me know. Anyway, the WSU fall fly fishing classes are forming now, so make this the year you take that casting 
or tying class you’ve been putting off. Call Linda at WSU today!  
 
THE ART OF FLY FISHING 101 
Fly Fishing 101 is a course for the beginner, as well as the intermediate, interested in learning more about the art of 
fly fishing. This course will cover all aspects of the sport, from the history of fly fishing to the equipment needed to 
get started in the sport. Topics covered during this course will include: fish, entomology, water, conservation and 
etiquette. Participants have the opportunity to learn about both wet and dry flies. Students will receive information 
about how to buy their first fly rod and reel and how to maintain fly fishing equipment that they already own. Par-
ticipants will also get hands-on training on how to tie fly fishing knots used while on the water as well as how to rig 
a fly rod for fishing different types of flies. All equipment will be provided. Instructor: Rick Brown, Education 
Chairman, Flatland Fly Fishers Club 
Location: HMC   Weeks: 6   Starts: 9/24   Day: M   Time: 7-9 p.m.   Fee: $74 
  
THE ART OF FLY FISHING 102 
Learn more about the art of casting a fly rod. This course will cover the basic casts needed to get started in the sport. 
Topics covered during this course will include becoming proficient with the overhead and roll casts. Students will 
receive hands-on instruction on these casts. The course will provide the equipment you will need.  Instructor: Rick 
Brown, Education Chairman, Flatland Fly Fishers Club—Class size is limited to 12 participants. 
Location: HMC   Weeks: 6    Starts: 9/25   Day: T   Time: 7-9 p.m.   Fee: $74 
  
THE ART OF FLY FISHING 103 
Fly Fishing 103 is a six-week course for the beginner interested in learning more about the art of tying flies. This 
course will cover the basic tying technique needed to get started and become more proficient in tying your own flies. 
Topics covered during this course will include both wet and dry flies and how to fish the flies that they have tied. 
Students will receive instruction on flies for both warm and cold water fish. The course will provide all the fly tying 
vises and tools, as well as the materials you will need.  Instructor: Rick Brown, Education Chairman, Flatland Fly 
Fishers Club 
Location: HMC   Weeks: 6   Starts: 9/26   Day: W   Time: 7-9 p.m.   Fee: $94 
  
THE ART OF FLY FISHING 202 
This course is designed for the intermediate caster interested in learning more about the art of casting a fly rod. This 
course will cover more advanced casting technique. Students for this class must have taken Fly Casting 
102.  Instructor: Rick Brown, Education Chairman, Flatland Fly Fishers Club - Class size is limited to 12 partici-
pants. 
Location: HMC   Weeks: 6   Starts: 11/5   Day: M   Time: 7-9 p.m.   Fee: $79 
  
THE ART OF FLY FISHING 203 
This course is designed for the intermediate tyer interested in learning more about the art of tying flies.  This course 
will cover more advanced tying techniques needed to become more proficient in tying flies. Topics covered during 
this course will include both wet and dry flies for both warm and cold water fish and how to fish the flies that they 
have tied. The course will provide all of the fly tying materials needed. Students may bring their own tying 
vises.  Instructor: Rick Brown, Education Chairman, Flatland Fly Fishers Club 
Location: HMC   Weeks: 6   Starts: 11/6   Day: T   Time: 7-9 p.m.  Fee: $94 



Tyer’s Corner: Midge patterns are easy to tie and normally good patterns to use.  Here are three 

of the midge patterns I like to fish.  These patterns came from River Run Outfitters down by Branson.  I originally 
tied them for fishing Taneycomo, but have found they are good patterns for trout season around here and other 
places I go too.  The burgundy midge, which I normally call the ruby midge, has been good at the slough and Ka-
nopolis seep stream.  The holoshimmer flash body can be found at fabric stores like Joann’s.  Midge patterns can be 
tied in a variety of colors and sizes. 
 
I recently saw a video of this Reece’s Fusion Pattern.  I liked the looks of the fly and how it was heavy so would get 
down quickly when fishing.  What I found interesting about this pattern is that it uses ostrich herl under the wire 
body.  If you attended our September meeting, you might remember some of the pictures Jessica showed us of the 
aquatic insects.  A lot of them have gills or legs along their body that move in the water.  This pattern with the wire 
gets down quickly, but the ostrich herl gives it that movement.  I tied it with a bright red thread to create a hotspot, 
but that is not part of the original pattern and not 
required.  Different wire colors and flash can be 
used. 
 
 By Ryan Allred— 
 

 

Copper Dun 
Hook: 2488H (16-20) 
Bead: Copper Tungsten 
Thread: Rusty Dun  8/0 or 70-denier 
Ribbing: small copper ultra wire 

Burgundy Midge 
Hook: 2488H (16-20) 
Bead: Silver Tungsten 
Thread: Wine 8/0 or 70-denier 
Body: Holoshimmer, Burgundy 
Ribbing: small silver ultra wire 

Reece’s Fusion Nymph 
Hook: TMC 2488H (14-18) 
Bead: Gold Tungsten 
Thread: Fluorescent Red 8/0 or 70-denier 
Tail: Amber Krystal Flash 
Body: Amber Ultra Wire 
Underbody: Tan Ostrich herl 
Thorax: Tan Ice Dub 



 

Tenkara—What? 
By Chris Harmon 

Like most people, my first question about Tenkara was “Wait, what?” 

I heard about it first from Rick Brown. I mentioned that it sounded kind of neat. Three weeks later, 
just before my birthday, I got an entire Tenkara setup from my wife. Apparently, she was research-
ing it. Every year for our anniversary, we go to the Eureka Springs, Arkansas, area. That’s Roaring 
River, Beaver and Table Rock Lake country. This trip, all I took was the Tenkara and my normal 
flies. 

The next question people ask about Tenkara is if you must use the Tenkara flies, better known as a 
Kabari fly. The simple answer; you use flies. Whatever fly you want!  Kabari flies were developed 
over a long time for specific types of streams and for tying without a modern vise. There is nothing 
preventing you from using a Fat Albert or Clouser with one. 

Back to Arkansas!  I’m on the bank of a lazy warm-water stream, tossing a Woolley Bugger at any-
thing I could see in the fairly clear water.  The first thing I noticed was the action of the rod was sur-
prisingly limber.  Considering 9 sections make up the rod, that was unexpected.  The rod tip seems 
ridiculously delicate, but it is rugged enough for whatever I catch.  On my outing the first day, I had 
caught a few small Bass and Bluegill.  These rods have no reel.  The line is attached to the tip with a 
simple slip knot.  To retrieve your catch, simply point the rod behind you and the fish will be within 
arm’s reach.  It’s a lot easier than you think. 

I ended the day with watching a Largemouth come out of a shadow for my beat-up bugger.  It was a 
nice 4-5 pounder and when it opened its mouth, it looked like it could swallow a softball. 

This is a good point to talk line.  The line is braided and reminds me of the fly line backing.  It’s a 
lot more limber than fly line.  The line is about the length of the rod.  I thought the tippet that came 
with the line was comically light, but it claimed to be a 7X tippet. 

That was before the last Bass of the day snapped the tippet like dry spaghetti.  I decided it was in-
deed too light.  I should clarify; there wasn’t enough resistance that the fish changed speed or direc-
tion.  The rod bent and that was it. 

After using it a bit, I can say that the rods are more like 3-4 weight fly rods.  I have two now, both 
from the Tenkara Rod Co.  I have the Owyhee, which is a 13-foot ultra-light that I would compare 
to a 3-weight.  I added in the beefier Grand Teton rod.  This a 13.6 foot rod, which is much heavier 
and uses a 5X tippet.  It handled Walleye over Labor Day weekend.   

(continued on p. 7) 

 



You fish Tenkara exactly like any fly rod, except there is zero line management.  These rods col-
lapse to about 20 inches.  When walking between spots, you collapse the rod and roll the line onto a 
spool that you put the rod through.  Then you extend the rod when you get to your next spot. 

There’s a note that came with my rods which explains that you pull the segments out one at a time.  
“It’s not a light saber!”  This is good advice.  These composite segments can be whipped out hard 
enough that you wedge the pieces together.  You must also pay attention when you collapse the rod. 

I was packing up for the day once and pushed the first segment in.  I let go and it dropped to the bot-
tom of the handle.  This sudden stop caused a segment near the top to loosen up.  Remember, it’s a 
13-foot rod.  So this section drops about 7 feet into the handle.  I think nothing of it until I get to the 
end and the rod won’t finish collapsing—at all!  Long story short—when that section hit bottom, it 
caused a couple of other pieces to collapse in a position that allowed three of them to become 
wedged inside a 4th piece.  In trying to free them, they split.  Let me mention that the Tenkara Rod 
Co. has an excellent warranty that amazed me by covering my stupidity.  I learned to collapse a 
Tenkara horizontally and they got to sell me my Grand Teton rod. 

I think for times in my Jeep ,when I need a compact setup, it’s perfect.  It is not the one to use for 
Carp, but it’s the perfect weight for Trout or Panfish and a good length for small to medium streams. 

Bill White Memorial Fly Tying Contest 
Flies are now being accepted for this year’s competition. Each entrant can submit one fly of his or 
her choosing.  This year there are two divisions—Men and Women. The voting will take place at the 
December club meeting. Turn your entry into Rick Brown.  

You fish Tenkara exactly like any fly rod, except there is zero line management.  These rods col-
lapse to about 20 inches.  When walking between spots, you collapse the rod and roll the line onto a 
spool that you put the rod through.  Then you extend the rod when you get to your next spot. 

There’s a note that came with my rods which explains that you pull the segments out one at a time.  
“It’s not a light saber!”  This is good advice.  These composite segments can be whipped out hard 
enough that you wedge the pieces together.  You must also pay attention when you collapse the rod. 

I was packing up for the day once and pushed the first segment in.  I let go and it dropped to the bot-
tom of the handle.  This sudden stop caused a segment near the top to loosen up.  Remember, it’s a 
13-foot rod.  So this section drops about 7 feet into the handle.  I think nothing of it until I get to the 
end and the rod won’t finish collapsing—at all!  Long story short—when that section hit bottom, it 
caused a couple of other pieces to collapse in a position that allowed three of them to become 
wedged inside a 4th piece.  In trying to free them, they split.  Let me mention that the Tenkara Rod 
Co. has an excellent warranty that amazed me by covering my stupidity.  I learned to collapse a 
Tenkara horizontally and they got to sell me my Grand Teton rod. 

. 



Enjoy the Beauty of the River and 
the Experience with Club Members 

Club Trip 
To Roaring River for the opening  

of the catch and release season Friday, November 9th. 
 
It’s time to hit the road and head down to good old Roaring River for the opening weekend of the winter catch and 
release season. Each year the river is closed for maintenance.  After the river work is done, they re-open the river on 
November 9th and stock the river with a lot of fish. 
This is the time of the year that they will put all of the old brood stock into the river, so you will have a good chance 
of hooking and landing a large Rainbow. Some of these fish are in the 5 to 8 pound range. Roaring River is open to 
fishing Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday only. The hours that the river is open for fishing are from 8 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. All of the facilities in the park are closed at this time of year, so there will be no place to buy a license at 
the river. Also there will be no place to buy food or drinks, and all of the restrooms will be closed for the season. 
There is however, a restroom open in campground 1.  
The river is closed on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  So if you get down there before the 9th, you will not 
be able to fish.  
 
We plan on staying at the Americas Best Value Inn and Suites in Cassville. The club has received a nice discount on 
rooms for this club trip. The hotel is located at 101 S. Highway 37 in Cassville, Missouri.  A standard room is $74.28 
per night. For reservations at the hotel, call 1-417-847-4888 and tell the front desk that you are with The Flatland Fly 
Fishers. 
Tim’s Fly Shop is also located near the river and will be open on his winter hours, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.. Tim does not 
sell fishing licenses. 
 
You will need a Missouri Fishing License with a Trout Stamp.  You can get your license online (https://mdc-
web.s3licensing.com) or at Walmart in Cassville.  Bringing your tying stuff is always a good idea. Don’t forget your 
waders, as there is a section of the river that you can wade in.  Felt sole wading boots are prohibited. 
 
The way this club trip works is that you find a partner to travel with to Cassville. You and your fishing partner would 
share the driving and room expenses (could be four guys in one car and two rooms).  
The city of Cassville has a number of good places to eat, as well as a grocery store. 

  
 
 For more information contact Rick Brown at 316-655-9909, 
or e-mail 
rickbrown@msn.com  
 
Hotel: Americas Best Value Inn and Suites; 
101 S. Highway 37, Cassville, MO 65625  
Phone: 417-847-4888; Double Room $74.28 
(with a tax of 6.22%) per night. 
 
General info about Roaring River State Park - https://mostateparks.com/
page/54247/fishing 
Missouri Fishing Regulations - https://huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/fishing/
regulations 



Flatland Fly Fishers meet monthly at the 
Great Plains Nature Center, located at 

6232 E. 29th St. N, Wichita, KS 

Flatland Fly Fishers Club 2018 
Upcoming Activities:  

 
-Annual Business Meeting-November 1, 2018, 
Club Meeting 
-Fly Tying the 3rd Friday of each month at the 
Nature Center 2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
-Open Fly Tying on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m.   

Ark River Anglers Fly Tying Class  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please call 316-682-8006 for additional information. 

 

   Questions and Answers 
        If you have questions regarding any aspect 

of fly fishing, please submit them to:      
keller.jim@sbcglobal.net  

5709 N. Sullivan 
Wichita, KS 

67204 

Flatland Fly Fishers 

    
 
 

See us for your fly tying/fly fishing needs, 
wide selection of material and tools from Peak  
~ Colorado Angler ~ Hareline ~ Wapsi and others. 
 
If we don’t have it, we will special order for you. 
Cortland ~ St. Croix ~ Redington ~ Rio ~ White River                      
Fly Reels ~ Fly Rods ~ Fly Line ~ Fly Fishing  

                                             Accessories 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Follow us on Facebook.com/Zeiners & Zeiners.com 

737 S. Washington #6 ~ Wichita ~ 316-265-5551 

Media Team 
 

You know us as Ryan, Steve and Jim, but we are also 
called  “Flatland Fly Fishers’ Media Team”. 

 
Join us on Facebook and Twitter and visit the web site 

for current club news. 
 

Visit our website   
  www. flatlandflyfishers.org/   

Open Fly Tying 

Begins Again in September 

When: Second Thursday of each month from       
6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Where: Great Plains Nature Center 

Zeiner’s Angler Supply Fly Shop 


